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She's  smart,  funny,  subversive,  sexy,  gorgeous,  transgenclered,  and  more!  Where  else 
could  you  find  her  but  in  LA?  Meet  Profile  Girl  Helen  Wong. 
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Oh  oh!  Foxy  Roxy  is  out  in  the  bars  again!  What  kind  of  trouble  has  our  Foxy  gotten 
herself  into  this  time?  Read  why  it's  good  to  have  nice  neighbors. 
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Our  intrepid  CQ  reporter  Vicki  Vogue  captures  the  essence  of  Toronto  DQ,  and  Impe- 
rial Court  Empress,  Michelle  DuBarry. 
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In  case  you  missed  our  interview  with  Ms.  DuBarry  in  LL#  1 5,  we've  reprinted  it  here. 


^eaufoAi 

piRA.'i  pine  

|\JlA|kl  |}]ovd 

Pvtlitlj  Qkick,  Qo/idmA.  . . 

[dt m 

|i_vi|  YvtRMta.  [IJukmA1^] 

f|]WroV-f]]iMoV  (dMfe  on) 

QIamouA  13 to:  f ^vmwArx  pidvwU . 
Qn  f)]tj  JofpM.  pobtAil 


13 

15 

16 
18 

25 

26 
44 
46 


ISSN  1092-9207  ©2006  CDS,  PO  Box  491,  Lionville,  PA  USA  19353.  Printed  in  the  U.S.A.  LadyLike  magazine  is  published  quarterly  in  lanuary,  April,  July,  and  October.  The 

publisher  is  exempt  from  the  record-keeping  requirements  and  disclosure  statements  mandated  by  18  U.S.  Code  §2257  (a)  through  ( ) and  the  pertinent  Regulations,  28 
C.F.R.  Ch  1,  Part  75  since  all  of  such  material  falls  within  the  definition  of  exempted  material  set  forth  in  §75.7(a)(1-3)  of  the  pertinent  Regulations.  Any  reproduction  of  the 
contents  of  this  magazine  without  the  written  permission  of  the  publisher  is  prohibited.  All  manuscripts  are  sent  at  owner's  risk  and  will  not  be  returned.  Letters  and  photos  can- 
not be  returned.  Publisher  does  not  endorse  any  advertisements  except  her  own,  nor  is  she  responsible  for  ad  content  or  claims.  Caveat  Emptor! 


-f-/dui  U)on$ 

State: 34®,  26.  36 


(J eight:  59" 

ID  eight:  135  (though,  T'm  to  tiging  to  lote,  10  poundt  J 
(Tge,:  (Tugutt,  1973 — 0o  gout  own  calculation,, 
tfietldenae,:  4/oUg  Would 

®toftettion:  C£V  oft  (Tlhnina. com,,  ttdppei,,  go-go 
dancet,  wiitet,  acitett,  webmattet,  pattg  piomotet. 

Shoe,  Sige,:  10 
®iett  Si#,:  4-6,  S/W 
SdoeoUte,  Sight : T tig  eeetg  ttgle,  at  leatt  once,. 

S}ajuoiite,  Thing:  ±/ood 
Tuin,  Ont : Sometime t eeetgone,. 

Tuin,  Oftftt:  Othet  timet  eeeigone,. 

(petftume,:  Q doht  went  pezftume,,  but  T went  (iawaiian 
CJinget  bodg  mitt  bg  Cadgon  afttet  eueZg  thowet.  L/oll  can, get 
it  at  ®alpfit  tupetmatket. 

Waken/) : TT-flQIS,  ®£CC(T,  Ulctoiedt  Seatet  lipttiak, 
Q-ajuoiite,  Wutlc:  Cleatijoneaa,  pop,  alternative,,  lock, — e,.g. 
LJeah,  IJeaJi  L^taJit . T download  ftiom,  uTune,  ail  the,  timet , <7 
have,  all  kindt  oft  muttc  on  mg  i®od. 

STauoiite,  Wouiet : (Til  iomantlc  aomediet  and,  etpeaiallg: 
®eing  (John  Walkouiah,.  (jappinett , 0.  £.  ® . S. , Wean, 
Qirlt,  UJingt  oft  ®etite,. 

Qauoiite,  ®lace,:  Wg  apartment.  ( UJ hen  tt't  not  mettg, 
like,  it  it  now..  ) 


LL:  Back  at  the  beginning  of  the  in  their  lives!  LL:  They  love  you  already.  But , 

year  we  were  in  contact  with  some  LL:  What  was  your  major ? back  to  jobs.  Have  you  always 

of  the  ladies  who  appeared  on  fj:  If  I were  a good  Chinese  been  a "slash  person"  or  have  you 

The  Tyra  Banks  show  when  Banks  daughter  it  would  have  been  had  what  they  call  in  show  biz , a 
did  her  America's  Transsexual  Top  something  practical  such  as  "survival job"? 

Model  show  in  Tebruary.  (The  engineering,  or  business,  or  fj:  I did  have  but  I've  quit  my 

winner  was  Claudia  Charriez.)  One  architecture  (which  I actually  tried  secure  part-time  job  so  I can  pursue 
of  the  competitors  on  that  show,  for  two  semesters!),  however,  I a starry  life,  or  as  I like  to  put  it,  a 
Helen  Wong , is  our  Profile  Girl  this  was  born  with  a genetic  add-on...  creative  lifestyle  full  of  jobs  and 
issue.  Welcome  to  LadyLike,  Helen.  Americanized  individuality!  gigs  which  a girl  like  me  would  die 

fj:  Thanks.  It's  a pleasure  to  be  LL:  And  that  lead  to?  for  (except  that  I'm  my  own  devil 

here.  fj:  A Bachelor's  Degree  in  Fine  wearing  Prada).  Adult  Industry 

LL:  You're  very  beautiful  and  I Art.  Medical  Foundation  (aim.org)  is  a 

know  our  readers  are  anxious  to  LL:  What  was  it  like  being  a safe  haven  for  all  sex  workers  and 

know  all  about  you.  You  weren't  gender  shifting  art  student?  was  a gentle,  nine-to-five  security 

born  in  the  U.S.,  were  you?  fj:  Art  school  was  like  a vacation!  for  me  for  a few  years. 

fj.  No,  I was  born  in  Guizhou,  I had  so  much  fun!  I started  LL:  But  you  gave  up  security  for 

China  and  spent  the  first  seventeen  transitioning  right  around  that  time.  creativity? 

years  of  my  life  in  Hong  Kong.  LL:  How  did  that  go  over  with  fj:  Yes,  and  leaving  the  regular  job 

LL:  How'd  you  get  to  L.A.?  your  peers?  has  forced  me  to  be  strong  again.  I 

■fj:  I came  here  to  continue  a fj:  It  wasn't  difficult  for  me  have  to  move  forward  blindly  and 


Chinese  family  tradition— to  further 
my  education  abroad  in  a somewhat 
prestigious  college  and  that  college 
happened  to  be  The  University  of 
Southern  California.  While  that 
strained  my  family  financially  it  was 
without  a doubt  one  of  the 
most  honored  moments 


■ 
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socially.  Possibly  because  I was 
still  part-time  so  I had  the  option  of 
switching  back  and  forth  whenever 
things  became  too  much  to  bear. 

LL:  Did  that  ever  happen? 
fj:  As  far  as  I can  remember  it 
never  even  got  anywhere  close 
to  my  boiling  point.  And  of 
course,  I was  in  a conscientiously 
open-minded  art  school  and 
not  studying  accounting  or 
something.  Looking  back,  it  was 
an  extremely  colorful  period. 

was  like  my  own  private  little 
70s. 

LL:  You  are  what  someone 
back  in  the  90s  called  a "slash 
erson"  meaning  that  you  have 
a lot  of  artistic  pursuits.  You'n 
a CEO  j stripper /go-go  dancer , 


without  the  least  bit  of  emotion.  Like 
a dead  Barbie!  It  sounds  morbid,  but 
that  mentality  helps  you  to  do  your 
work. 

LL:  Party  promotion... 
fj:  I promote  parties  on  MySpace. 
com.  It's  amazingly  time  consuming, 
but  fun!  People  have  responded 
well.  I also  promote  myself  on 
MySpace.  I am  doing  all  the  designs 
on  my  MySpace  page  and  my  own 
website.  I love  design.  It  attracts 
people. 

LL:  You  work  regularly  as  a 
stripper.  Do  you  appear  in  straight 
gentleman's  clubs? 

fjv  I travel  and  strip  at  clubs  that 
e tranny  friendly.  I strip  in  LA  of 
and  I appear  on  sex  radio 
to  promote  my  stripping, 
stry  has  been  bizarrely 
e in  the  past  few  months, 
at  I haven't  done  a movie 
ears.  Weird!  I must  be  doing 
Well,  I've  worked 
in  the  past,  I 
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on  your  website. 

+J:  No,  I'm  staying  away  from  any  dialogues  on  trans- 
bodies  because  I think,  if  there's  one  place  we  can  really 
outdo  and  outfox  others,  it'll  be  putting  our  bodies  under 
knives  and  needles.  Like  we  are  born  to  cut  our  bodies 
into  pieces!  Sweet!  Also,  I don't  discuss  all  the 
political  conundrums  on  transgender  legislation  for 
the  obvious  reason  that  they  are  not  my  expertise. 
Though,  it  must  be  emphasized  that  I feel  there 
should  never  be  enough  dialogues  on  the  matter 
of  our  very  rights  in  this  country. 

LL:  But  you  accept  the  term  "transgender"  in 
relation  to  you ? 

+J:  If  I were  ever  on  Page  Six  (Ed.  Note:  The 
gossip  page  of  The  New  York  Post),  I would  want 
the  headline  to  read,  "Transgender  woman  denies 
her  transgender  identity  while  caught  stealing 
a Desanka  dress  and  a Cynthia  Vincent  dress 
at  Madison  on  Melrose  Avenue."  OK,  ok,  ok, 
fine,  I admit  I can't  stand  and  am  embarrassed 


about  being  caught  involuntarily  in  public 
but,  seriously,  I just  can't  commit  to  the 
term  transgender.  A transgender  identity 
overshadows  everything  in  our  society,  like 
a big  brother.  In  truth,  there's  "someone" 
else  that's  closer  to  my  heart.  "She"  is  there 
whenever  I am  confused,  sad  and  frustrated, 
whenever  I feel  I've  lost  myself,  whenever 
I let  myself  drown  in  my  own  sorrow,  and 
whenever  I forget  who  I am. 

LL:  How  do  you  define  that ? 

+f:  "She"  is  this  artist  in  me,  this  creative 
type.  I believe  this  feeling  can  be  traced  back 
to  the  womb,  even  when  I was  in  a fetal 
position  and  my  mother's  amniotic  fluid  and 
oxygen-rich  blood  were  conditioning  my 
tiny  body;  even  before  (and  during)  the  age 
of  sexual  inclination  and  gender  preference. 
As  an  artist,  I feel  that  I can  love,  destroy  and 
create,  it's  a more  meaningful  and  nutritious 
entity  to  me.  It  should  be  my  dominating 
identity,  not  transgender.  I think  the  trans 
identity  is  over-hyped,  unless  you  wanna  be 
the  token  TS  in  your  social  group.  Flaunt  it  as 
you  wish!  I would  rather  not. 

LL:  Have  you  had  problems  with  people 
discriminating  against  you  if  they  perceived 
you  as  transgendered? 

+/:  In  my  acting  classes...  I know  I'm 
so  f**king  LA.  I can't  help  it,  I'm  a Leo. 
I'm  astrological  ly  conditioned  to  be 
dramatic.  Maybe  I'm  a narcissist!  Maybe 
I'm  an  attention  whore!  The  point  is  I have 
experienced  some  first-grade  unnecessary 
attention  in  my  acting  class.  This  little  (it's  always  the 
little  one)  blond,  hipster  chick  in  my  class  hated  me 
for  whatever  boring  reasons.  Every  time  I was  in  front 
of  the  camera  she  would  gesture  to  her  friends  with  a 
finger  under  her  chin.  Excuse  me,  I have  had  my  Adam's 
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Apple  shaved,  so  it  takes  a goddamn  seriously  insecure 
woman  to  notice  the  leftover  hint.)  I always  noticed  her 
awkward  hostility  towards  me,  but  somehow  I always 
managed  to  ignore  it.  (As  an  actress,  it's  important  to 
not  to  get  self-conscious.)  Kudos  to  me! 

LL:  So  there  was  never  any  other  problem  with  her? 

■//:  No,  I finished  the  class  with  nothing  but  the 
feeling  of  being  educated  and  the  hunger  for  more.  I 
never  confronted  her.  As  I say,  my  policy  is  that  they 
can  guess  as  much  as  they  want,  but  I'll  never  tell.  I 
like  to  say  my  reason  is  intellectual,  but  the  truth  is, 

I'm  just  recovering. 

LL:  Recovering? 

-fj:  In  the  past,  I'd  always  like  to  talk  about 
my  gender.  It's  like  a depressed  postpartum 
woman  or  a grieving  widow.  It's  the  illness  for 
unhealthy  attention.  The  moment  I expose  my 
sex,  conversations  often  flow  like  the  Mississippi 
river.  And  I can  tame  every  curiosity  with  a lift  of  my 
finger  because  I'm  the  living  the  life,  I know  it  best.  It's 
a quick  fix  for  attention,  but  emptiness  beyond  a point. 
Embarrassing!  Nowadays,  I can  always  come  up  with 
something  to  talk  about  that's  not  gender-related.  I think 
this  is  called  a breakthrough  in  psychotherapy!? 

LL:  Speaking  of  breakthroughs , the  Tyra  Banks  Show 
should  have  been  a big  break  for  your  modeling  career. 

+/:  Yes,  pretty,  itty-bitty  America  loves  the  Tyra  Banks 
Show  and  I love  daytime  pop-culture.  I watch  talk 
shows,  especially  when  it's  as  good  and  educational  as 
the  Maury  Povich  Show.  So  I was  overtly  ecstatic  when 
got  picked  to  go  on  Tyra's.  But  everything  went  downhill 
and  sour  when  I knew  that  I wasn't  going  to  win.  I 
stabbed  all  the  other  contestants. 

LL:  No! 

+/:  That's  why  they  were  all  bleeding  on  television. 
Originally  the  show  was  going  to  be  called  "America's 
Top  Drag  Queen  Model"  and  one  of  the  girls  got  upset. 
While  I didn't  defend  that  title  I was  like,  who  cared  if 
it  was  called  the  "Next  Lumberjack  Model?"  I wasn't 
going  to  take  the  title  anyway. 

LL:  Evidently  they  changed  that. 

■fj:  After  hours  of  curmudgeonly  shrieking  and 
barking,  the  title  was  changed  to  "Top  Transsexual 
Model."  Progress,  huh?  Then,  I found  out  the  winner 
was  to  appear  in  a high-fashion,  super-glossy  gay  men's 
magazine.  Nice!  I covered  my  mouth  and  chuckled  for 
days.  That's  the  problem  with  pop-culture...  all  good- 
intentioned  but  somewhat  wrong  in  the  end.  Even  if  the 
contest  was  called  "Female  Model,"  the  winner  would 
still  have  appeared  in  a gay  men's  magazine.  Definitions 
are  so  fragile  in  modern-day  America.  People  might  get 
the  right  ideas  in  their  minds  but  the  wrong  definitions 
to  go  with  them,  or  vice  versa.  EHow  about  this  one? 
America's  Next  Carbon-Based  Model!  Better? 


LL:  That  should  be 

America's  Next  Carbon- 
Based  Life  Form  Model. 

-fi-  You're  just  as  bad 
as  my  former  gender 
studies  professor  at 
USC.  EHe's  linguistics- 
centric. Lie  believes 
that  there  should  be 
uistic  place  for 
every  specific  detail 
in  our  culture. 
Whatever!  It's  a 
show  anyway. 

LL:  You 
Tyra 's  show? 

Wait! 


Fine! 

stupid 

mean 


Let  me 
rephrase 
that 
When  Tyra 
was  shown 
on  a regular 
TV  network, 
all  I saw  was 
a stupid  show, 
but  when  it's 
shown  on  the 
Oxygen  Channel, 

I find  it  strangely 
empowering.  Damn  you  Oxygen!  I'm 
jealous  of  Tyra,  not  because  I was  defeated  on  her  show 
but  because  she's  younger  than  me  and  has  already 
conquered  most  of  the  Solar  System.  My  source  on 
Uranus  confirms  that! 

LL:  Let's  not  discuss  that  particular  source  and  move 
on , shall  we?  How  is  your  social  life? 

+/■  One  of  the  pet  peeves  I have  with  dating  guys  is 
that  they  don't  really  read  my  profile,  or  my  blog,  or 
my  site,  or  Google-search  me!  OK,  I'm  kidding  with 
the  Google  search!  (Ed.  Note:  Sorry  to  interrupt  but  we 
did  Google  Helen  Wong  and  found  a doctor  with  that 
name  as  well  as  a tour  group  operator  and  an  attorney. 
Our  Helen  did  show  up  with  a few  listings  and  under 
her  picture  on  one  site  someone  commented , "Helen 


Wong , she  looks  like  Jennifer 
Tilly  but  not  fat.")  But,  if  guys 
wanna  hook  up  with  me  I 
thought  they  should  at  least 
read  something.  Like,  they 
should  know  I'm  Asian,  my 
basic  stats,  and  I live  in  Los 
Angeles.  One  of  the  benefits  of 
having  your  own  site  is  that  it 
can  be  a good  dating  tool. 
Especially  good 
for  a delicious 
specialty  like 
myself! 

LL:  So  overall  you're  into  Internet 
dating ? 

-H:  The  bloom  of  MySpace. 
com  means  something.  It's  the 
generation  that  meets  outside 
their  limited  physical  circle. 

We  are  already  going  global. 

Not  to  undermine  the  physical 
environment,  but  we  are  no 
longer  confined  within  the 
size  of  the  circle  of  friends 
that  was  comfortably  enjoyed 
by  our  parents.  Polishing 
your  online  instinct  is  part  of 
the  rite  of  passage, 
gorgeous!  So  whip 
out  you  webcam, 
and  get  ready  to 
party,  and  make 
a few  mistakes! 

Even  an  online 
expert  like  me  has 
made  a couple  of 
mistakes. 

LL:  Never!  Not 
possible. 

~H • Recently  I met  a guy  who  I thought  knew  I was 
a TS  after  two  months  worth  of  online  communication. 
Then,  when  the  moment  of  intimacy  arrived,  I saw  the 
collapse  of  time  and  space  up-close  and  personal  on 
his  face.  It  didn't  feel  fun  or  modern  in  the  year  2006. 
It  could  have  been  romantic.  It  could  have  been  one 
of  those  romances  that'd  hit  you  straight  and  strong 
like  a yellow  school  bus.  Love  is  wonderful,  especially 
when  there  are  dolphins  dancing  in  the  water  in  the 
background! 

LL:  So  your  mistake  was  not  telling  him  directly  and 
thinking  he  had  figured  it  out ? 

~H ■ Em  very  committed  to  the  role  of  being  a 
transsexual  when  it  comes  to  sex!  My  policy  is  to  tell 
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guys  openly  that  I'm  a TS  if  I'm  planning  to  have  sex 
with  them.  (I  may  not  mention  it  till  then.)  I've  heard 
about  this  crazy,  magic  body  adjustment,  thingy  that 
some  tranny  girls  do  to  trick  straight  boys  into  thinking 
they  had  a pussy,  from  behind,  in  the  dark.  Guys  can  be 
so  retarded!  But  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  when  it's  sex, 
I want  full  enjoyment  and  attention.  If  I'm  not  getting  it 
from  every  direction,  I don't  want  to  do  it. 

LL:  So  you'll  date  straight  guys  but  not  let  them  know 
you're  a TS  if  your  not  planning  sex ? 

~H : Straight  boys  are  overrated,  so  are  bi-boys, 
lesbians,  tri-sexuals  and  pizza-delivery  men! 
It's  not  what's  in  between  your  legs,  it's  what 
you  can  do  with  the  rest  of  your  body  that 
matters!  Right? 

LL:  What  makes  a guy  interesting  to 
you ? 

~H : He  should  ask  me  to  go 
snowboarding,  or  ask  me  to  sip  hot 
chocolate  with  him  by  the  fire  and 
play  scrabble  with  his  little  brother! 
Then  I'll  get  the  hint! 

LL:  So  you're  a romantic  at  heart 
despite  your  tough  Hollywood 
exterior. 

~H : Yeah  that's  right,  I'm  not  a 
total  shit.  But  I'm  also  not  docile  or 
submissive  or  sunflower-ish! 

LL:  Do  you  get  people 
thinking  you  should  be 
a delicate  little  flower 
since  you're  Asian ? 

+/:  Oh  yes!  And  I 
won't  love  you  long 
time!  I prefer  having 
a lot  of  opinions,  but 
don't  get  that  confused 
with  stereotypical 
Asian  smartness.  I 
form  my  opinions 

randomly  and  radically. 

LL:  You've  got  some 
refreshing  perspectives. 

What  else  have  you 
developed  an  outspoken 
opinion  about ? 

+/:  Young  T-girls  in 
Hollywood  nowadays 
are  so,  so,  so  normal 
looking,  to  the  point  of 
being  boring.  I feel  that 
passability  is  overrated. 

A successful  personality 
in  Hollywood  has 
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always  been  somewhat  deviant  and  I still  believe  it 
takes  a twisted  ego  to  become  a big  star.  Oh,  wait,  not 
everyone  wants  to  be  in  Hollyweird.  Oops!  My  bad! 
Okay,  I get  it!  People  live  their  lives  differently.  Many  just 
want  to  live  their  lives  in  absolute  normalcy,  live  under 
the  radar,  to  pass  and  integrate  into  suburban  America. 

I guess  it's  okay  to  be  normal,  as  long  as  you  are  a wild, 
wild  beast  in  your  bedroom!  Rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr!  That's  hot! 

LL:  How  do  you  feel  about  passing ? 

-fj:  I call  it  The  Pyramid  of  Passability,  who  gives  you 
the  unfriendly  please-stay-away-from-me  eyes!  Starting 
from  the  bottom:  It's  bad  coming  from  guys,  even  worse 
coming  from  females,  absolutely  deadly  coming  from 
fellow  T-girls,  and  it  should  be  DEFCON  5 if  it's  coming 
from  your  friends.  I really  hope  I sound  more  like  an 
anthropologist  than...  a gay  diva...  ew! 

LL:  How  about  a diva  anthropologist ? You're  a 
complex  person  and  I'm  sure  our  readers  appreciate 
learning  all  about  you  and  how  you  feel  about 
transgender  issues. 

+/:  I do  feel  strongly  like  a tranny  sometimes.  The 
frequency  is  oddly  in  sync  with  the  quarterly  events 
thrown  by  Transgiving  Art  Fest  (transgiving.org). 
They  remind  me,  among  plenty  of  other  things,  that 
drag  queens,  although  they're  under  the  umbrella 
of  transgender  variants,  are  not  necessarily  trans- 
identified.  They  could  just  be  gay  men  in  fun  clothes  for 
performance  purposes.  Sorry  Fady  Bunny! 

LL:  What's  life  like  for  a hot , young , TC  in  LA? 

-fj:  Dark  meat  is  bad  here,  so  are  carbs.  Fat  is  bad. 
White,  sweet  is  bad.  Fruits  are  bad  sometimes.  You  try  to 
eat  less  and  less  so  you  can  be  skinny.  And  you  put  your 
pets  on  a diet  too.  You  know,  your  pet  is  a reflection  of 
you! 

LL:  People  have  an  image  of  endless  partying  in  LA. 
Do  you  hit  the  clubs  and  drink  exotic  cocktails  all  the 
time? 

-fj:  I don't  drink  much  alcohol,  wine  mostly,  if  I do. 
Anything  that  appears  to  be  a burden  to  my  liver,  I stay 
away  from,  except  estrogen  pills.  I sometimes  feel  like 
I've  been  hired  by  my  liver  to  examine  everything  that's 
put  into  me.  My  liver  is  like  the  queen  bee.  I don't  drink 
coffee  either  but  I go  to  Starbucks  every  once  in  a while 
just  to  get  reacquainted  with  a pop-culture  menu  that's 
never  part  of  my  pop-culture  manual. 

LL:  Getting  all  James  Lipton-ish , I'll  say  a word  and 
you  respond.  Romance. 

-fj:  I'm  addicted  to  romance.  And  I love  to  cry.  I cry 
when  I'm  doing  grocery  shopping,  surfing  in  Waikiki, 
eating  In  & Out  burgers,  chopping  onions,  and,  my 
favorite  time  to  cry,  during  theatrical  romantic  moments. 
"Notebook"  is  one  of  my  favorite  romantic  movies. 
Rachel  McAdams  is  so  good.  Brokeback  Mountain  is 
topnotch,  needless  to  say.  I cried  throughout  the  entire 


second  hour  of  the 
mdvie.  I recently 


moment  when 
you  feel  you  are 
fully  Connected 


watcnea  reruns  of 
Sex  in  the  City  on 
TBS.  The  scene 
w he  re  Miranda 
and ',Steve  kissed 
i n |h  e rain 

*tl 

outside  The  Nile 
Club  is  a must- 
see  scene.  The 


w i tn^ermeTTTTn 
is  so  touching. 

It's  priceless  if  it 
hap  pq ns  when 
there's  Jq  storm  or 
during  •'  the7  Tra 
season. 

LL:  What  would 

yotgs,  like  to  find  _ for 
yourself  in  in  the  way 
of  romance  over  the 
next  decade? 

-fj:  I dream  of  my  own 
wedding.  My  own  baby 
girl  antfM5dy!  My  own 
houseWT-envy"  a sweet 
calm  woman,  one  I'll 

never  be  and  I have  never  been  and  one  I'm  fascinated 
by  them!  The  calm  intelligence!  I will  probably  marry 
off  to  some  rich  spoiled  man/boy,  whose  family  dinners 
I will  be  obligated  to  go  to  and  will  get  tremendously 
bored  and  think  that  wow,  a good  awesome  upper-class 
family  can  really  be  so  boring!  Nice!  That  makes  me  feel 
so  much  better  for  coming  from  a middle-class  family. 

LL:  But  that's  not  you! 

-fj : No,  a creative  partner  is  probably  better!  But 
not  a wild  one,  I hate  Nate  in  Six  Feet  Under,  he  is 
so  f**king  selfish.  I can't  stand  him.  FHe's  like  an  emo 
(Ed.  note:  emotional)  in  the  disguise  of  a middle- 
class,  middle-aged  man  in  crisis!  FHe  is  total  shit  in  the 
disguise  of  sainthood.  Goshhhhhhhhhhh!  But  he  is 
my  first  performer  choice  if  I ever  want  to  shoot  a little 
homegrown  glow-in-the-green  video!  If  you  know  what 


I mean... 


LL:  Naughty,  naughty.  What  about  TGs?  Where  do 
you  see  the  younger  generation  heading? 

+j:  In  this  porn-goes-mainstream  era,  I think  the  next 
generation  of  pop  T-girls  will  be  more  boyfriend-friendly, 
less  escorting-oriented,  younger,  prettier,  more  educated 
and  more  feminine.  They  will  have  smaller  tits,  but  they 
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will  discover  the  greatest  invention 
enjoyed  by  most  women,  pushup 
bras!  They  are  finally  the  popular 
mean  girls  in  their  high  schools. 
Viola,  wish  comes  true!  They  will 
grow  up  to  become  hardcore 
hipsters  and  know  all  the  super 
trendy,  fashionable  trivia.  They'll 
engage  in  less  obvious  forms  of 
prostitution,  like  having  young,  rich 
and  famous  friends  or  boyfriends  or 
girlfriends  etc.  Or  they'll  just  be  very 
rich,  very  successful,  very  famous, 
very  early  on  their  own! 

LL:  Why  do  you  think  that ? 

+f:  Because  society  will  be  more 
accepting  with  a greater  variety  of 
opportunities  for  them.  Because  it'll 
be  tacky  to  be  an  escort  if  you  want 
to  be  popular!  I have  nothing  against 
escorts,  but  let's  face  it,  you'll 
never  be  popular  if  you  are  openly 
an  escort.  You'll  be  controversial 
and  your  own  woman,  but  not 
MTV-Laguna  Beach  popular.  But 
escorting  will  always  be  around,  if 
the  equation  of  supply  and  demand 
stays  the  same.  Transgender  girls 
will  still  be  special,  chased  by  all  the 
curious  boys  who  carry  no  strings 
but  plenty  of  cash.  Escorting  will  still 
be  decadent  when  it  is  about  money 
and  power  and  sex,  but  not  survival. 
With  no  judgment  against  all  the 
survivors,  surviving  on  escorting  is 
not  very  sexy.  It  becomes  a job.  Jobs 
are  not  sexy!  Eew! 

LL:  You  mentioned  that  T-girls  will 
have  smaller  boobs.  Your  breasts  are 
just  right  for  your  size  yet  you  live 
in  Hollywood.  How  did  you  avoid 
going  for  a set  of  bigguns  ? 

+/:  My  boobies  rest  comfortably 
at  300  cc  each.  I have  had  them 
for  a few  years  now  and  I'm 
happy.  I am  glad  that  I didn't 
grow  two  giant  melons.  In 
fact,  somewhere  in  the 
back  of  my  brain,  I would 
almost  prefer  a flatter 
chest  now.  I seriously 
think,  in  order  for  you  to 
make  it  in  EHollywood, 
you  should  be  a member 


of  the  itty-bitty-titty  committee. 

LL:  Why ? 

+f:  So  you  can  make  fun  of 
yourself  and  self-loathe  like  millions 
of  other  American  girls.  Maybe  I 
should  take  out  my  implants  like 
Kimberly  Stewart  did  with  hers? 

LL:  Don't  change!  You're  perfect. 

+/:  But  big  boobs  are  so  not  cool, 
think  Keira  Knightley,  Sienna  Miller, 
Sandra  Oh  and  Naomi  Watts.  Flat. 
Small.  Flat.  Small.  One  of  the  ways 
to  become  famous  fast  and  furious  is 
to  own  a pair  of  small  tits.  Though,  I 
admit,  bigger  boobies  have  helped 
me  feel  more  womanly  and  get  over 
any  gender  insecurity  while  dealing 
with  people,  both  men  and  women. 

LL:  How  do  you  relate  to  genetic 
women  ? 

+/.-  Daily  encounters  with  women 
are  interesting!  Plenty  of  older 
women  alert  you  on  how  to  behave. 
This  lady  at  a hotel  once  told  me 
to  watch  out  when  she  saw  me  in 
the  corridor  talking  on  my  cell,  I 
couldn't  get  a signal  in  my  room. 
She  said,  "FJoney,  you  have  to  be 
careful,  you  are  a young  girl.  Don't 
be  alone  in  the  hallway!  There  is 
security,  but  you  should  never  be 
alone."  I think  she  wanted  to  adopt 
me...  or  something.  I wasn't  so 
psyched  about  feeling  like  a carefree 
idiot  afterwards.  I ran  straight  back 
to  my  room  and  double-locked  the 
door.  The  future  of  my  personal 
safety  lies  in  the  advice  of  a cleaning 
lady? 

LL:  Take  that  cleaning  lady's 
advice  and  stay  safe  Helen.  You're 
a fabulous  lady  and  we've  loved 
chatting  with  you. 

+/:  Thanks  for  letting  me  appear 
in  LadyLike.  Make  sure  I get  some 
copies! 

You  can  find  out  more  about 
Helen  Wong  and  see  a lot  more  of 
her  on  her  websites: 

http://www.Allenina.com  and 
http://www.myspace.com/allenina 
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The  Philadelphia  Center  for  Transgender  Surgery 

Bala  Cynwyd,  Pennsylvania 


Offering  the  full  compliment  of  surgical  and  non-surgical  procedures 

FOR  TRANSGENDER  INDIVIDUALS.  SPECIALIZING  IN  THE  MOST  ADVANCED 

REASSIGNMENT  PROCEDURES. 


Dr.  Sherman  Leis,  Board  Certified  in  General  Surgery  and  Plastic  and 
Reconstructive  Surgery,  is  a medical  school  professor  of  surgery, 
director  of  residency  training  in  plastic  surgery,  and  has  over  30  years 
surgical  experience. 


Surgical  Procedures: 

• Male  to  female/female  to  male  reassignment 

• Breast  augmentation  or  lift 

• Breast  reduction  or  removal 

• Pectoral  or  calf  augmentation 

• Arm  or  thigh  lift 

• Buttock  enhancement  or  reduction 

• Blepharoplasty  (eyelid  surgery) 

• Rhytidoplasty  (face  lift) 

• Forehead/brow  lift 

• Rhinoplasty  (nasal  contouring) 

• Chin  or  cheek  augmentation 

• Abdominoplasty  (tummy  tuck) 

• Labiaplasty,  Phalloplasty 

• Thyroid  cartilage  reduction 

• Revision  of  problems  related  to  previous  surgery. 


Non-surgical  Procedures: 

• Full  line  of  top  quality  skin  care  products 

• Make  up  evaluation  and  training 

• Permanent  make  up,  electrolysis 

• Botox,  Collagen,  Restylane,  Radiesse,  Sculptra 

• Lip  augmentation  and  contouring 

• Laser  treatments  for  hair  removal,  acne,  spider  veins, 
birthmarks,  brown  spots  & wrinkles 

• Chemical  peels,  Microdermabrasion 

• Voice  Training 

• Hormonal  therapy  and  monitoring 

• Psychosocial  counseling,  evaluation  and  clearance 
for  surgery 

• Legal  services  for  name  change,  discrimination 
issues,  etc. 

• On-site  overnight  accommodations  available 


Make  your  dreams  come  true  with  personalized  and  highly  customized 

treatment  plans  for  your  special  needs. 


For  more  information  and  to  schedule  a private 
consultation  call  610-667-1888. 

Financing  Available 


mWM 


drshermanleis  @ drshermanleis.com  j 
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http://www.thetransgendercenter.com 


Feminize  & Glamorize ! 


Look  and  feel  sensual,  sexy  and  feminine,  no 
matter  what  size  you  are!  Our  retail  store  and 
websites  specialize  in  all  sizes  of  lingerie  and 
clothing.  We  offer  shoes  and  boots  to  size  17, 
including  custom-made  feminine  footwear  in 
mens  sizes! 


Whether  it’s  clothing,  wigs,  shoes,  makeup,  corsets  or 
hosiery,  our  tg/cd  sites  are  Number  1 on  the  Web!  And, 
when  in  South  Florida,  visit  our  retail  store  for  shopping 
and  a full  transformation! 

• Clothing  & Accessories  visit:  www.drag-queen.com 

• Shoes  & Boots  to  Size  17,  including  custom-made 
footwear,  visit:  www.allheelsformen.com 

• Crossdressing  Kits  visit:  www.tgboutique.com 

• Silky  & Sensuous  Hosiery  visit:  www.hosieryformen.com 


Catalogues  Are  Available  For  $7.00. 

Secrets 

4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road 
Sunrise,  FL  3335 1 
954-748-5855 


THE 

TRANSGENDER 

FUND 

A 501  (c/3  Corporation  Proudly  Serving  Our  Community  Since  2000 


“Please  don't  send  our  activists  into  that  tough  battle  all  alone. 
Please  lend  your  financial  support 
for  a stronger  Transgender  Community. 

Make  a Difference 
by  making  a Donation*, 
and  by  making  it  Today! 

Thank  you  so  very  much  !” 

Diane  Date.  Chair,  The  TG  Fund 

PO  BOX  50,  FREEPORT,  ME  04032 
Phone/Fax:  (207)846-7997 
Email:  info@tgfund.org 

Website:  WWW.TGFUND.ORG 

*ChecksAIoney  Orders  may  be  made  payable  to  the  “TG  Fund”. 
Credit  Cards  are  accepted.  Donations  can  be  made  by  Mail,  Phone, 
or  over  the  Fund’s  W ebsite. 


Transgender  medications  available  at 

www.globaldrug.tv 

Free  phone  1 877  271  6591 

Fast,  easy  online  or  free  phone  mail  order  for: 
hormones,  weight  loss,  hair  loss,  and  skin  care 

medications 

Confidentiality  assured. 
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I've  been  writing  the  "Diner"  column  now  for  over 
a year  and  it  seems  like  a good  time  for  you  to  get  to 
know  me  a little  better.  And  what  better  way,  really, 
than  to  pass  on  some  of  my  personal  beliefs,  some 
observations,  and  a little  more  information  than  you 
ever  wanted  to  know?  Such  as... 

I am  leaving  the  bulk  of  my  estate  to  the  Bill  and 
Melinda  Gates  Foundation.  Sorry,  Easter  Seals. 

If  I seem  to  be  exhibiting  erratic  behavior,  it  is 
probably  due  to  my  prescription  sleep  medicine...  not 
abuse  of  alcohol  or  illicit  drugs  or  anything  like  that. 

Prices  here  at  Dina's  Diner  are  going  up  due  to 
increasing  world  demand  for  transgender  news  items, 
particularly  in  the  rapidly  expanding  economies  of 
China  and  India...  not  because  of  personal  greed  on 
my  part. 

I am  chalking  up  the  lackluster  box  office  for  the 
movie  version  of  Dina's  Diner  to  a backlash  against  my 
rabid  belief  in  Scientology. 

And,  I lost  another  loan  to  DiTech. 

To  hell  with  global  warming:  if  the  oceans  rise  and 
destroy  coastal  properties,  my  beachfront  land  in  West 
Virginia  will  be  worth  a fortune. 

One  of  the  five  people  you  will  meet  in  heaven  will 
be  LadyLike  glamour  columnist  Amanda  Richards... 
and  she  will  be  wearing  the  pink  lingerie  outfit  she  was 
photographed  in  for  LadyLike  #66.  In  fact,  that  is  how 
you  will  know  you  are  in  heaven. 

And  finally... for  those  about  to  rock:  I also  salute 
you! 

IT'S  A REAL  PAIN 

An  article  on  MSNBC.com  called  "Killer  Fashion" 
caught  my  eye  on  June  21 , 2006.  The  article  focused  on 
the  age-old  problem  of  how  uncomfortable  and  even 
painful  women's  fashions  can  be.  Reporter  Diane  Mapes 
talked  to  a few  women  who  have  literally  suffered  from 
their  preference  for  high  heels  and  corsets. 

High  heels  and  corsets,  you  say?  Please  continue. 

Heather  Swanson  is  a thirty-something  photographer 
in  New  York  City  who  broke  a bone  and  tore  a ligament 
when  she  tripped  while  wearing  "five  and  a half  inch 
leopard  print  platform"  shoes.  They  were  her  favorites, 
she  said.  But  once  she  was  out  of  her  cast,  she  scaled 
down  a bit  by  wearing  only  four  inch  platforms.  "I 


like  to  wear  heels  because  I feel  more  confident  and 
therefore  more  sexy"  she  told  MSNBC.  Sing  it,  sister! 

Renate  Raymond  is  another  thirty-something 
woman  from  Seattle,  Washington.  The  article  said 
she  "developed  an  abusive  relationship  with  her 
BodyShaper."  She  told  MSNBC  that  "I  had  bruises  all 
over  my  body  where  it  had  cut  off  my  circulation.  But 
even  with  the  bruising,  I put  it  right  back  on  so  I could 
look  good  in  my  clothes.  I'm  like  a battered  wife." 

Carly  Milne,  an  author,  said  that  about  a quarter 
of  the  stuff  in  her  closet  causes  her  pain.  "We've  all 
accepted  that  there's  agony  that  goes  with  looking 
fashionable  and  attractive."  Julie  Frederickson,  who 
runs  a website  called  Coutorture.com,  says  that  women 
wearing  painful  clothing  is  like  a form  of  Stockholm 
Syndrome  where  the  victim  identifies  with  the  person 
who  inflicts  the  suffering.  "The  clothes  might  be 
torturing  you  but  you  become  used  to  it.  The  heels,  the 
tight  skirt,  it  all  becomes  part  of  your  life.  They  put  you 
in  pain  but  you  think,  no,  it's  worth  it." 

Isn't  it? 

MAYBE  SIZE  DOESN'T  MATTER 

The  New  York  Times  Style  section  had  a nice  photo 
and  brief  article  that  mentioned  teenage  lady  golf 
sensation  Michelle  Wie  in  the  June  22,  2006  issue 
under  the  headline  "Dress,  Drive  and  Putt." 

The  times 
reporter,  Cathy 
H o r y n , was 
writing  about 
the  new  ladies 
golf  fash  ions 
being  marketed 
by  some  big 
names.  This 
held  almost  no 
interest  for  me. 

But  the  photo 
of  Michelle 
Wie  and  the 
comment  in  the 
article  that  she 
has  become  a 
big  inspiration 
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for  many  young  female  golfers — in  both  the  sport  and 
the  fashion  sense — was  fascinating.  According  to  the 
article,  Wie's  "funky"  youthful  golfing  duds  are  giving  a 
spark  to  women's  golf  wear. 

You  may  or  may  not  know  that  Ms.  Wie  is  only 
sixteen  years  old.  But  did  you  know  she  stands  six- 
feet  one  inches  tall?  That  makes  her  naturally  taller 
than  most  of  the  crossdressers,  including  myself,  that 
I know,  all  of  whom  bemoan  how  big  and  masculine 
we  are  as  excuses  for  not  looking  as  terrific  as  we  wish 
we  did. 

Do  you  think,  perhaps,  it  is  genetics? 

NEW  ORLEANS  HAS  FULLY  RECOVERED 

The  wire  services  were  abuzz  in  late  June  with 
reports  of  a bizarre  and  brazen  robbery  gang  of 
transvestites  who  were  working  the  Magazine  Street 
boutiques  in  New  Orleans. 

According  to  the  press  reports,  the  gang  includes 
three  or  four  fully — and  outrageously — dressed  drag 
queens.  They  enter  a store  and  create  a distraction  to 
the  clerks  while  one  of  the  gang  simply  runs  out  of  the 
store  with  an  armful  of  clothing. 

The  robberies  began  in  March  and  have  continued 
off  and  on  for  a while.  The  gang  is  not  bashful,  either. 
One  store  owner  reported  that  the  gang  showed  up  in 
the  same  2000  block  of  Magazine  Street  just  a couple 
of  hours  after  the  cops  left  one  of  the  gang's  earlier 
capers.  They  are  accused  of  stealing  about  $2000  of 
merchandise  from  the  Turncoats  boutique  during  that 
escapade. 

Now  the  shop  owners  and  managers  have  banded 
together  to  warn  each  other  if  they  spot  any  of  the  gang 
in  the  area.  "Once  they  see  something  they  like...  they 
don't  care...  they'll  go  to  jail.  You  know  it's  ridiculous 
when  everyone  on  the  block  knows  who  they  are,"  said 
one  store  manager.  When  any  of  the  gang  is  spotted, 
store  personnel  begin  calling  each  other  up  and  down 
the  street.  Some  of  the  boutiques  will  simply  lock  their 
doors  until  the  coast  is  clear. 

The  press  report  said  that  there  is  little  the  police 
can  do  about  shoplifters  unless  they  are  caught  in  the 
act  or  still  in  possession  of  the  merchandise.  Store 
owners  are  sympathetic  to  the  police's  plight.  There  is 
currently  a serious  crime  wave  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
infrastructure  is  still  not  back  to  full  working  order.  The 
store  owners,  and  even  the  local  UPS  delivery  man, 
have  tried  to  give  chase  to  the  lamming  queens  but  no 
apprehensions  and  no  arrests  have  been  made  to  date. 

The  queens  are  described  as  being  6 feet  tall 
and  taller,  with  thin  figures,  plucked  eyebrows,  and 
dreadnought  wigs,  midriff  shirts,  and  stiletto  heels.  One 
store  manager  supposes  that  the  group  was  probably 
on  some  form  of  post-Katrina  aid  which  has  now  run 
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out  and  they  are  increasingly  desperate.  They  can  also 
be  violent.  In  a raid  on  the  Trashy  Diva  boutique  in  the 
French  Quarter,  they  hit  a store  employee  and  knocked 
her  to  the  ground. 

The  co-owner  said  about  that  attack,  "They  are 
confused  because  they  think  they  are  women,  so  they 
don't  mind  hitting  women.  But  they're  eludes.  If  you  get 
hit  by  one,  it's  like  getting  hit  by  a dude." 

WE'RE  HAVING  A CRIME  WAVE... A TRANSVESTITE 
CRIME  WAVE 

From  the  steamy  setting  of  humid  New  Orleans 
we  travel  to  the  distant  shores  of  Japan  where  strange 
tales  are  a yen  a dozen.  The  instant  case  involves  a 
middle  aged  crossdressing  public  servant  and  a public 
transit  train.  My  name  is  Friday...  and  I carry  a badge. 
Dragnet,  you  see,  and  yes,  it's  too  easy. 

Passengers  on  the  Osaka  area  FHankyu  Line  train  said 
a woman  "strutted"  onto  the  coach  and  sat  down  with 
her  miniskirt  hiked  up,  her  legs  open,  and  something 
showing  through  the  center  of  her  pantyhose  that 
should  not  have  been  there. 

The  police  later  arrested  56  year  old  Yutaka  Ikeuchi 
for  indecent  exposure  after  several  young  women 
confronted  him  about  the  uncalled-for  display.  It  turns 
out  that  Mr.  Ikeuchi  is  a top  manager  of  thirty  years 
service  in  the  Amagasaki  Welfare  Bureau,  a veteran 
bureaucrat  with  a spotless  record.  The  mayor  of 
Amagasaki,  however,  seems  to  be  showing  no  sympathy 
and  promised  to  crack  clown  on  Mr.  Ikeuchi,  who  has 
been  suspended  until  further  review  of  his  case.  "It  is 
not  appropriate  behavior  for  a public  servant"  said  the 
mayor.  Ikeuchi  admitted  his  guilt  to  his  superiors. 

None  of  his  fellow  bureaucrats  knew  about  the 
crossdressing.  Neither  did  his  wife,  from  the  news 
report.  FHe  was  returning  from  the  Osaka  crossdresser 
support  group  meeting  when  he  went  a little  nuts 
on  the  train.  Police  reported  that  Ikeuchi  said,  "I 
wanted  liberation"  after  his  arrest,  perhaps  by  way 
of  explanation.  The  report  also  said  that  he  has  been 
an  active  crossdresser  since  his  twenties.  That  was 
probably  about  the  same  time  he  went  into  government 
work.  Connection?  You  decide. 

YOUTH  AND  BEAUTY 

Angela  Gardner  sent  me  a heads  up  about  a South 
Korean  film  with  a gay/transgender  theme  titled 
"The  King  and  The  Clown."  It  stars  a 24  year  old 
androgynous  male  named  Lee  Jun-Gi.  The  film  and 
Lee's  performance  have  sparked  interest  in  what  the 
Korean  Movie  News  called  "feminine  masculinity  and 
the  syndrome  of  kkotminam."  Kkotminam  translates  as 
"flower  boy"  and  may  be  akin  to  androgynous  concepts 
in  other  cultures. 


An  Internet 
search  for 
information 
and  photos 
on  Lee  Jun-Gi 
found  some 
voluminous  fan 
chat  boards  and 
lots  of  pictures 
of  a decidedly 
beautiful  young 
man  with 
noticeable 
feminine  traits. 
Lee  told  the 
movie  news 
people  that  he 
thinks  of  kkotminam  as  going  with  those  who  have 
big  eyes  and  clean  cut  features.  He  certainly  fits  that 
description.  He  attributes  this  interest  to  his  role  in  the 
1 ■ 


film,  in  which  he  is  involved  in  a gay  triangle  with  an 
older  clown-jester  and  a king  in  olden-day  Korea.  He 
doesn't  say  anything  about  his  own  sexuality  or  gender 
feelings. 

Judging  by  the  news  report  and  the  chat  boards,  he 
is  something  of  a sensation  and  apparently  also  has  a 
career  as  a pop  singer  (naturally)  in  Korea.  He  recently 
signed  a modeling  contract  for  Samsung's  mobile  phone 
ads.  The  messages  on  the  chat  boards  are  fascinating. 
The  girls,  of  course,  are  crazy  about  him  and  there  are 
gushing  tributes  to  his  beauty  and  talents.  But  the  guys 
who  post  are  as  ambivalent  about  Lee  as  the  girls  are 
positive.  But  more  than  a few  of  the  male  posters  admit 
he  looks  good  in  either  his  purely  masculine  role  or  his 
more  androgynous  depictions. 

I don't  know  if  we  will  ever  get  to  see  Lee's  film  in 
the  states.  But  he's  worth  a Google  Image  search  to 
curse  yet  another  person  who  looks  better  than  you  do, 
and  he  may  not  even  be  trying. 


OUT  WITH  GINA  AND  EMILY 

"My  transgender  friends  are 
coming  in  this  weekend  for  their 
parent's  50th  anniversary,"  I said  to 
Emily.  "They  need  a place  that  can 
accommodate  eighty  plus  folks. 
Got  any  good  ideas  where  they 
can  go  and  still  have  their  TG  son 
welcomed?"  I asked. 


"I  know  just  the  place!"  Emily 
exclaimed. 


"Really,  where's  that?" 

"Why,  it's  the  new,  modern  Durty 
Nellie's  Pub  in  Palatine,  located 
just  north  of  Palatine's  Metra  Train 
Station."  "I  know  exactly  where 
that  is!"  I said.  "That's  the  restaurant- 
live  band-theater,  with  a roof  top 
garden,  that  welcomes  everyone 
from  baby  boomers  to  generation 
Z-ers."  Emily  said,  "Gina,  this  is 
a safe  place  to  be  and  have  fun.  I 
bartend  there  and  can  assure  you, 
that  Nellie's  is  aTG  friendly  bar,  that 
respects  and  supports  all  genders." 

Visit  the  hottest  restaurant/club  in 
the  northwest  suburbs  of  Chicago. 
Durty  Nellie's  Pub  has  over  100 
types  of  bottled  brewski's,  or  an 
admirable  selection  of  wines. 
Hungry?  Try  the  variety  of  'Nellie's' 
sandwiches;  Six  dollars  and  up,  and 
dinners  are  twelve  dollars  and  up. 
Dine  at  the  original  'Durty  Nellie's 
Bar/  or  sit  down  and  relax  at  a 
table.  Try  the  outside  garden  dining 
area,  balcony  party  room,  or  their 


"no  match  anywhere,"  roof  top 
garden  for  dinner  and  fun  (up  to 
100  people,)  while  sipping  on  their 
summer  special  Mojito's  Drinks. 

And  don't  forget  about  the 
fantastic  first  level  theater  stage 
with  live  entertainment.  This  rockin' 
professional  standing  room  arena 
area  is  awesome!  From  the  upstairs 
open,  balcony  style  party-bar  room 
you  can  view  the  bands,  too.  It 
accommodates  150  people,  with 
bar  and  tables.  There's  an  elevator 
for  your  convenience  and  there's 
FREE  ample  parking! 

Make  sure  you  say  hi  to  Emily , the 
bartender,  and  to  all  the  employees. 
Even  better,  say  hello  to  Mark  and 
Pamela , the  hosts! 

Make  your  special  date,  seven 
days  a week.  Visit  Durty  Nellie's  Pub 
web  site  for  menus,  cover  charges, 
dates  and  times  of  entertainment. 
Reservations  are  welcomed.  Dress 
code  is  casual,  to  impressive. 

Durty  Nellie's  Pub 
www.durtynellies.com 
1 80  N.  Smith  Street 
Palatine,  Illinois  60067 
847.358.9150 
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Hi  everyone! 
! hope  you  had  a good  summer  and 
are  ready  to  get  out  the  old  Schick 
(or  Gillette)  and  get  that  summer  fur 
off  for  a fabulous  Fall  of  feminine 
fun.  As  I write  this  we're  in  the  grip 
of  the  summer  heat  wave  and  I 
can't  stand  it.  Humidity!  Yuck!  Fall 
and  Spring  are  my  favorite  times 
of  year  since  it's  not  so  cold  that 
you  need  to  cover  up  completely 
but  you  can  wear  cute  jackets  and 
things  with  long  sleeves.  Oh,  for  a 
cute  sweater! 

Of  course  those  of  us  who  dress 
all  summer  have  an  advantage. 
We  get  to  wear  sleeveless  tops 
and  flouncy  skirts  that  let  whatever 
breeze  there  might  be  give  you  the 
maximum  cooling  power  on  bare 
arms  and  legs. 

Last  issue  I asked  people  to 
take  advantage  of  our  modern, 
electronic  world  and  email  their 
letters  and  photos  to  me.  No  one 
has  done  this!  What's  wrong  with 
you  all?  Even  people  who  have 
email  (I  know  they  do,  they  list  it 
in  their  handwritten  letters!)  don't 
take  advantage  of  it.  Is  it  a habit  left 
over  from  the  20th  century?  If  so, 


get  over  it!  For  a number  of  years 
we  had  a policy  of  not  accepting 
photos  by  email  but  digital  cameras 
have  caught  up  and  now  provide 
large  enough  photo  files  so  we 
can  use  them.  In  fact,  cameras 
have  gotten  so  good  that  many  of 
you  are  taking  your  digital  shots  to 
places  that  print  them  so  they  look 
like  snapshots  from  an  old  time 
film  camera  (or  using  a high  quality 
photo  printer  at  home)  and  sending 
us  those.  We  would  much  rather 
have  the  original  file  from  your 
camera  than  have  you  send  us  a 
print.  Those  prints,  while  they  look 
as  good  as  photo  prints,  are  still 
done  by  putting  thousands  of  dots 
on  the  paper  and  when  we  scan 
them  they  don't  look  quite  right. 
(They  look  fuzzy  and  they  can  get 
fuzz  on  them.  Ink  from  the  backs 
where  you  have  written  your  name 
in  Magic  Marker  can  mess  them  up, 
too.)  They  look  OK  after  we  work 
on  them  but  our  goal  is  not  to  just 
be  OK  but  to  be  the  most  excellent 
TG  magazine  on  the  whole  freakin' 
planet.  All  right,  Galactic  Spiral 
Arm!  How  can  we  do  that  with 
fuzzy  pictures?  I ask  ya,  what's  an 
editor  to  do? 

I totally  understand  if  you  are  a 
complete  techno-boob,  you  have 
no  computer,  and  no  Internet 
access.  Heck,  I actually  know 
people  whose  VCR  always  blinks 
12:00.  That's  right  I still  have  friends 
who  own  primitive  VCRs!  So,  if 


and  gotten  into  the 
computer  age  then  by 
all  means  go  ahead 
and  continue  to  send 
us  your  handwritten 
letters  and  snapshots. 
(Glossy  prints, 
please!)  but,  if  you 
have  invested  in  a 
niiTiiiiiniiiiiriiMiiiiiinii  digital  camera  of  at 
least  three  mega- 
pixels and  have  access 
to  email  then  please  use  that  to  get 
us  your  letters  and  photos.  Email 
them  to  me:  angela@cdspub.com. 
I will  acknowledge  getting  them  by 
a return  email  so  you'll  know  they 
got  to  me.  (If  you  still  can't  get  the 
hang  of  email  burn  them  onto  a CD 
and  mail  us  that.  We'll  be  happy.) 

We  have  had  some  email  problems 
this  year  due  to  large  amounts  of  pork 
byproduct  that  often  clogs  the  pipes 
of  the  Internet  (Senator  Ted  Stevens 
said  the  Internet  is  made  up  of  pipes 
and  I believe  him.  Sure.)  Anyway,  if 
you  have  ever  sent  me  something 
via  email  and  haven't  heard  back, 
or  seen  it  in  the  magazine,  then  your 
message  has  fallen  victim  to  the 
ignorant  spammers  who  filled  our 
server  and  caused  your  mail  to  be 
turned  away.  (I  mean,  who  actually 
buys  any  of  those  penis  enlargement 
things?)  If  you  sent  something  to  me 
and  didn't  hear  back  then  send  it 
again. 

This  issue  we  bring  you 
something  slightly  different.  While 
working  on  an  article  idea  that 
never  jelled  I met  Helen  Wong.  Ms. 
Wong  is  an  exotic  dancer,  stripper, 
artist,  and  Hollywood  diva,  and  she 
started  her  existence  on  this  planet 
as  a boy  in  China.  Fortunately 
she  made  her  way  to  the  US  and 
at  a young  age  began  to  live  as  a 
girl.  What's  different  about  having 
Helen  as  our  Profile  girl  is  that  most 
of  our  Profiles  are  LL  readers,  and 
while  Helen  was  flattered  to  be  our 
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cover  beauty  she  wouldn't  know  our  magazine  if  one 
got  caught  on  her  spike  heel  while  she  was  doing  an 
autograph  session  in  a dirty  bookstore.  But,  her  story  is 
interesting,  her  photos  are  just  plain  hot  and  I felt  that 
you,  the  readers,  would  like  to  meet  her  in  our  pages. 
Helen  is  a professional  TG  and  our  readers  are  for  the 
most  part,  like  Mrs.  Peel,  talented  amateurs.  We  will 
always  feature  our  readers  though  because  that's  what 
LadyLike  is  all  about  (go  readers!)  but  if  you  like  this 
bit  of  spice  let  us  know  and  we  may  bring  you  more 
ladies  like  Helen  from  time  to  time. 

Speaking  of  ladies  who  are  more  professional,  this 
issue's  Current  Queen  is  none  other  than  the  reigning 
queen  of  Canada,  professional  female  impersonator 
Michelle  DuBarry.  Her  Majesty  was  featured  in  LadyLike 
way  back  in  issue  15  and  her  pal  Vicky  Vogue  cornered 
her  (easy  to  do  when  a queen  is  seventy  five  years  old. 
You  can  distract  them  easily  with  a sequined  pump  and 
then  pounce)  and  brings  us  up  to  date  on  what's  been 
going  on  in  Ms.  DuBarry's  life  since  issue  1 5. 

Amanda  Richards  has  departed  from  her  makeup 
theme  in  the  current  Glamour  Bits  to  discuss  how  to 
take  good  pictures  of  yourself  while  you're  wearing 
makeup.  The  key,  according  to  Miss  Richards,  is  to 
think  before  you  shoot.  Something  Dick  Cheney  should 
have  done  earlier  this  year.  But  seriously...  (where's  my 
drummer  when  I need  a rim  shot?) 

She's  right!  If  you  think  about  what  you're  trying  to 
achieve  with  a drag  photo  and  spend  some  time  getting 
the  wardrobe,  makeup,  props,  and  lighting  together, 
then  practice  the  pose  in  a mirror  before  you  shoot, 
you'll  get  an  end  result  that  is  much  more  flattering 
than  a flash  snapshot  taken  in  haste.  Remember  the  Six 
Ps!  Poor  Planning  Produces  Piss  Poor  Performance.  It 
applies  to  most  things  and  definitely  to  drag  photos. 
And,  after  you  have  shot  your  masterpieces  of  female 
illusion  what  are  you  going  to  do?  Email  them  to  me! 
Be  sure  to  put  your  name  and  the  info  about  you  that 
you  want  to  appear  in  the  magazine  in  the  body  of 
the  email.  Remember,  email  good,  attachment  good, 
Angela  like  email. 

Dina  Amberle  has  whipped  up  another  delicious 
stew  in  Dina's  Diner,  featuring  a blue  plate  special  on 
Michelle  Wie,  a delicious  dessert  of  Korean  androgyny, 
and  other  tasty  tidbits.  We've  filled  out  the  nooks  and 
crannies  of  this  issue  with  lots  of  other  items  you're 
sure  to  enjoy.  So  sit  back,  have  a cocktail,  maybe  a 
bon  bon,  and  read  the  latest  issue  from  stem  to  stern. 
And  yes,  there's  some  stuff  in  here  about  my  boyfriend, 
too.  Keep  your  eyes  open  for  it.  He's  such  a sweetie 
pie.  Enjoy! 


omantic 
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Wigs 
Gaffs 
Bras 
Corsets 
Jewelry 
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Breast  Forms 
Fetish  Wear 
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Diane  the  owner,  is  a Licensed 
Cosmetologist/Makeup  Artist. 

We  invite  you  to 
book  an  appointment  for  your 
transformation  today. 

Safe  & Secure  Shopping  to 
Provide  You  with  the  Best  Quality 
Merchandise  At  Reasonable  Prices 

631-587-3655 
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Ij/km  QuX74... 

Dear  LadyLike, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  acknowledging  my  deposit 
for  Beauty  and  the  Beach.  I'm  really  looking  forward 
to  it.  What  a wonderful  opportunity  to  kick  back,  relax 
and  put  some  of  life's  worries  and  woes  on  the  back 
burner. 


I'm  including  a few  recent  pictures  of  me  in  all  my 
glory — just  turned  74,  for  your  consideration,  and 
hopefully  (they  will)  grace  the  pages  of  LadyLike.  I may 
not  be  a sweet,  young  thing  anymore  (don't  I wish)  but 
I do  my  best. 

I can't  wait  to  try  on  all  those  outfits,  and  more.  To 
paraphrase  a well-known  military  leader's  words:  "Old 
broads  never  die,  they  just  fade  away." 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth  Hulbeck 
PO  Box  1731 
Auburn,  NY  13021 


ptitAci  jJ^kbAkoi! 

Dear  Angela, 

Your  latest  "Reality  Check"  was  fantastic.  But,  now 
my  dear,  we  need  details.  What  color  are  his  eyes? 
What  color  is  his  hair  and  is  it  straight  or  curly?  How 
tall  is  he?  Has  he  found  your  G spot  yet? 

Now  that  you  have  released  the  genie  from  the 
bottle,  please  don't  put  it  back.  While  some  of 
your  readers  may  find  the  idea  of  a boyfriend/lover 
something  that  they  don't  want  to  read  about,  I for  one 
was  thrilled  by  your  article  and  have  reread  it  several 
times.  The  idea  has  triggered  some  deep  seated  desires 
within  myself  and  I wonder  how  I would  handle  the 
situation  should  the  opportunity  arise. 

I assume  that  I am  old  enough  to  be  your  mother, 
but  I want  to  offer  this  sisterly  advice...  Go  for  it. 

Love  and  Kisses, 

Beth 

\\)dl  'Betti,  k A eye!  oAjl  qhm t.  tuA  k tad  b bald.  ktY  tali  cnouyk. 
that  | can  wtaJi  low  kwb  (out  and  oi  k ali  luck  ipiko.)  and  my  Q.- 
Apot  b none  of  youA.  buAmtAA  -j-fcivm^  oi  Tel la  to  p^u-vipeA  yon  b qhmt 
and  if  yon  aAt  ftelwy  ttmtr  you'd,  lik,  to  move  in  that  Tbectton  find. 
oi  pbux  in  youA.  oAm  (tomctkmy  lik  -ftnyebtb  laptop  [onnyt?)  wktAt 
yon  can  meet  men  wko  want  a laby  lik  uA.  'pontyn mp  on  tkt  fbit 
one  wko  offeAA  to  buy  yon  a Tank.  eitkeA.  | waiteb  a lony  time  befoAc 
| daJitd  datiny  a yny  and,  |'m  not  AoAAy  canie  | found,  a yood.  one. 
-j-jaot  fun.  moml 


-(^KOtkCt  |\]o3tj  O1^ 

Dear  JoAnn,  Angela  and  Astra, 

I received  issue  66  yesterday  and  have  already 
read  most  of  it.  Your  sense  of  humor  was  especially 
evident  in  your  responses  in  the  Letters  section  and 
Sarah's  farewell  column,  just 
wonderful. 

Angela,  I'm  really  glad  to 
hear  about  your  new  boyfriend 
and  want  to  wish  you  all  the 
best.  Please  keep  all  of  us 
posted.  (That's  not  too  much 
pressure,  is  it?) 

Here  are  a few  photos  from 
some  recent  outings,  including 
an  afternoon  sightseeing  in 
Washington.  You  know,  I've 
come  a long  way  from  my  first 
Poconos,  and  I have  all  of  you 
to  thank  for  helping  me  get  up 
and  and  out  and  providing  an 
opportunity  to  meet  so  many 
other  girls. 

Thank  you  all. 

Love, 

Barbara 


~|k/mkA  foA  tkt  vu.w  plcA.  AbuAzt  youA  outdooA  AkotA  all  look 
Atkvxxd  and  Imppy  juAt  aA  wi  all  Akould  be  u Mm  we' Ac  enjoying  ouA 
feminine  AideA 

-ffA  foA  boyfAiend— |U  Id  you  know  wken.  we  AegiAfeA.  at  [IfAcyA. 
~[kA.nkA  foA  youA  beAt  wiAkeAJ 

You  kzu/e  gAowu  witk,  bMyfike  but  we've  gAown  tkAougk  tke  yeaAA 
ai  we  pAoduted  it  and  we've  all  benefited  ut  tke  peAAontd  gAowtk 
depaAtment 


|t^  Youd  f]]AU]AtZlM , Yoix  gllllj 


Dear  JoAnn, 

I have  enclosed  my  check  to  cover  the  cost  of  my 
subscription  for  another  year 

I really  enjoy  your  LadyLike  magazine  and  always  look 
forward  to  receiving  the  next  issue.  I truly  appreciate 
all  of  the  hard  work  you  and  your  staff  put  into 

creating  such 
a wonderful 
publication 
for  all  of  us 
girls  to  enjoy. 
The  articles 
are  great,  the 
i information 
is  informative 
and  worthwhile 
and  I really 
enjoy  the 
letters  and 
Mirror-Mirror 
section.  Some 
of  the  other 
magazines 
have  become 
so  trashy  but 
not  yours.  Keep 
up  the  great 
work  for  years 
to  come. 

I've  included 
a couple  of 
photos  of 
myself.  Feel 
free  to  publish 
them  in  one  of 
your  upcoming 
issues,  if  the 
quality  is  good 
enough. 

Lucinda 
Grace  FWD 
4182 

\}Jthi  glad  you 


enjoy  |Ady[i_kc  but  we  kovi  to  coAAect  you  |tA  not  ouA  vm^oizvai  , itA 
youAA.  \jjt  do  it  all  foA  tkt  AetideAA  and  we'd  like- to  tkank  all  of  tkem 
foA  AuppoAftng  uA  oi/eA  tkt  yenAA  -f\i  long  aA  we've  got  Ae&deAA  we  will 
continue  to  put  out  ladylike , 

~[kc  ^iKoAGt poAttt  of... 

Dear  LadyLike, 

Sexy  Sue  here  from  Dallas,  still  alive  and  kicking. 
It  has  been  a few  years  since  I saw  an  issue  of  LL,  but 
my  best  girlfriend  Foxy  Roxy  hooked  me  up  with  some 
back  issues.  I did  miss  LadyLike  ever  so  much,  even 
after  my  two  appearances  years  ago.  I met  so  many 
fun  sisters  and  look  forward  to  doing  so  again.  I have 


enclosed  some  of  my  new  look  and  one  of  my  many 
outing  adventures.  Feel  free  to  use  any  and  all  if  you 
can  find  some  space  for  Sue.  And  look  forward  to  Roxy 
and  my  adventures. 

Thanks, 

Sexy  Sue 

A lady  because  I can  be!  Naughty  when  I want  to 
be! 


O IQ 


3kc  ImA  ci  doqan  and  Akt  1mA  oi  name 
tlmt  AtMtA  untk  a woAT  urTuv]  in  ci  y.  and 
Akt  tetkA  kcA  pictuAeA  in  fAont  of  tkt  f AomT  TooA.  . 
juAt  like  po*y!  Qknt^riu/TI  f\]ovju  wit  Want  two  tMmpA 
fAorn  ~[mcaA ! \jjtfcoPHt  back-  to  ouA  prujtA  ^ut!  f|/c  noT  ntoAt 
imiyjktlj  wtacktA  like  you.  Qkeck  [)]AAoA-[]JiAAoA  foA  d couple  uioAe 
pkotoA  of  tkA  buiy  f Aone  "JemA 

^xkupj 

Dear  LadyLike, 

I have  enjoyed  reading  your  wonderful  magazine  for 
many  years.  There  is  no  finer  TV  publication  anywhere. 
You  are  the  best.  Your  photos  are  top  notch,  as  well 
as  the  content.  I love  reading  all  of  your  insightful 
information  about  all  aspects  of  our  community.  Please 
don't  ever  stop!  We  would  be  lost  without  you. 

I have  been  a dresser  for  many  years.  I get  out 
and  about  occasionally,  usually  to  shop  about  town. 
Nothing  too  dramatic, however.  Living  in  the  'Bible 
Belt1  has  it's  drawbacks.  Most  of  my  dressing  is  done 
at  home. 

I love  to  write  to  sisters  all  over  the  place.  I welcome 

all  who  are  interested.  I 
have  actually  met  a few 
pen  pals  over  the  years. 
It  would  be  wonderful 
to  find  a sister  or  two 
near  where  I live  to  get 
together  to  exchange 
ideas,  and  get  to  know 
one  another. 

Hopefully  my  photo 
is  acceptable  to  you  and 
your  high  standards.  I 
only  wish  that  I could 
look  half  as  good  as  most 
of  your  girls. 

I will  close  with  a 
wish  for  your  continued 
success  and  a thank  you 
for  your  leadership  and 
vision  in  helping  all  of 
us  in  this  community  to 
learn  to  appreciate  the 
gifts  that  we  have  been 
given. 

Truly  TV, 

Rita  Kay  Hart 
PO  Box  3444 
Joplin,  MO  64801 

|f  you/Ae  lookup  foA  pail  cowkicttke  ladnl  at  QinTeA  QutAmck 
of  Oldztkonue  juAt  Tom  tke  ki^kuuruj  in  "JulA oi.  "JkeiA  addtell  iA  PO 
B°ac  2687  Ok  74101  ~fkeiA  pkone  viumbtl  iA  918" 

743-4297  <5ueTtkey'Ae  out kt  \JJi b ^kttp://mw.bolpri^tA.corvi,/ 


ymdeAok/. 

JuAt  up  Poutt  69  ua  f(anlal  QLtXj  you  can  find  YyinAal  QctXj 
0AoAATieAAeAA  8i  pumtA  "JkeiA  oAAmm  A PO  B0/)c  4092  0 wOdand 

PnAk.  |23  66204  rvtT  tkt  pkone  mmbOi  A 9 13-79 1-3847  K 

tkA  Tay  and  aq t tktAt  aAt  ~[Q.  AuppoAt  yAoupA  eueAywkeAe  and  tkey 
alt  youA  Load  AouAct  foA  infohnicdion  and  pail.  | hunmbtl  tkt  f AAt 
time  | woAkeT  up  tkt  utAvt  to  wiaiin  out  niy  TooA  in  wiomhl  clotktA  and 
yo  to  a yAoup  Huetkiy.  \ wial  IcaAid  to  death  but  iT wial  tkt  beAttkmy 
| mil  did  Aince  tt  took  wul  out  of  tkt  cloAtt  and  into  a wkole  wiohtd  \ 
ImT  only  dimmed  and  head  about,  Qo  Ton't  yet"  TolitT  up  and  Ait  in 
tkt  kouAt  wiAkiny  foA  Aonte  Amt  fltAk  and  bboT  fbmdA  Qonfeecttkeie 
yAowpA  Jkcy  pAobciMcj  kztve  mmbill  wko  but  umA  you  and  loon  you 
can  bt  yettlny  toyetkeA  foAtm  (oA  IJJ^vTiuA)  <mT  yiAlfetlk. 

flKcilMJ  -j-fcY  | mid  puAdjCAT 

Hello  Ladies, 

I want  to  renew  my  subscription  to  your  wonderful 
magazine  and  to  tell  you  it's  really  great  being  a 
subscriber.  I always  enjoy  reading  each  copy  of 
LadyLike  magazine  from  cover  to  cover.  I thoroughly 
enjoy  the  interviews,  Dina's  Diner,  all  the  articles, 
letters,  and  all  the  beautiful  girls  in  Mirror-Mirror. 
Everything  in  your  magazine  is  done  with  dignity  and 
respect  and  it's  really  a breath  of  fresh  air.  I live  in  a 
small  city  where  anything  considered  transgendered 
is  not  too  well  received.  Thanks  to  your  magazine  I 
have  found  some  new  resources  and  new  friends  as 
well.  Hoping  to  make  more  new  friends  too.  I first 
discovered  your  magazine  while  I was  surfing  on  the 
Internet  and  I saw  your  wonderful  website.  Enclosed 
are  a few  of  my  recent  photos.  Maybe  you  can  squeeze 
some  of  them  into  a future  issue. 

I am  currently  looking  for  a gender  therapist  and 
been  thinking  about  going  on  hormones  under  a 
physician's  care  so  I can  transition  into  a woman  full 
time.  I already  dress  up  practically  everyday  and  live  as 
a woman  in  my  free  time  right  now  when  I am  alone. 

I do  believe  I am  suffering  from  gender  dysphoria, 
but  only  a doctor  can  actually  diagnose  it.  I have  yet 
to  locate  a TG-friendly  physician  here  in  Ohio  to  see 
whether  or  not  if  I have  this  condition. 

I have  been  dressing  up  off  and  on  ever  since  I was 
four  years  old.  My  mother  caught  me  the  first  time 
wearing  old  bathing  suits  my  sisters  had  outgrown  that 
were  stored  away  in  a closet.  Every  time  my  mother 
caught  me  dressing  up  over  the  years,  she  thought  it 
was  only  a phase  I was  going  through,  but  that  was 
never  the  case.  I have  always  felt  that  I was  a female 
trapped  inside  a man's  body,  but  never  really  did  much 
about  it  until  now.  There  have  been  times  where  I 
almost  took  my  own  life  because  I was  still  in  denial, 
trying  desperately  to  repress  all  those  strong  feelings  I 
had  inside.  I was  feeling  so  depressed  because  I could 


not  understand  what  was  wrong 
with  me,  and  why  I was  having  all 
these  feelings  inside  that  did  not  fit  into 
what  our  society  expects  or  considers  normal. 
It  soon  became  a vicious  cycle  where  I would  go 
buy  things,  dress  up  for  a while,  then  get  depressed, 
go  into  denial,  purge  out  everything,  try  to  repress  all 
the  feelings  I had  inside,  then  the  feelings  would  go 
away  for  a little  while.  As  I have  gotten  older,  the  harder 
it  has  become  to  repress  all  those  feelings.  Then,  before 
I realized  it,  the  girl  inside  me  would  start  meowing 
like  a hungry  pussycat  wanting  attention  again.  The 
only  way  I could  satisfy  the  impulses  would  be  to  go 
buy  new  girlie  things  and  start  dressing  up  all  over 
again.  Even  in  high  school  and  college  I was  always 
being  picked  on  because  everyone  thought  I acted  very 
feminine.  Some  even  thought  I was  actually  gay. 

I just  do  not  even  try  to  repress  those  feelings  I have 
deep  inside  anymore,  but  rather  embrace  them  instead 
and  I thank  God  for  it.  I have  finally  accepted  me  for 
who  I really  am  now  and  I feel  so  much  better  inside 
as  a person.  I am  no  longer  that  suicidal  and  depressed 
person  in  denial  anymore  since  I have  made  peace  with 
myself.  I think  me  seeing  a gender  therapist  would  only 
help  me  further  in  my  understanding  of  myself  and  for 
what  I really  am. 


You  have 
a wonderful 
magazine  and  lots 
of  great  resources. 

I did  find  another 
valuable  resource 
online  for  all  t-girl 
sisters  that  I thought 
I would  share.  Not 
sure  if  you  heard 
of  this  place  or 
not.  I find  it  to  be 
very  helpful  and 
it's  absolutely  free! 

It's  called  Susan's 
Place  Transgender 
Resources  at 

h 1 1 p : / / w w w . 
susans.org/index. 
html.  They  have  a 
really  nice  library 
with  all  kinds  of 
information,  a 
forum,  chat  and 
the  Wiki  with 

even  more  valuable  information.  The  moderators  at 


PASSION  FASHION 

CD  FRIENDLY 
BOUTIQUE 

(650)  916*7068 

1 of  A klNd  CIotIies 

tiNCjERSEf  jEWEtRyr  SIlOESf 

Wiqs  & Accessories. 

From  aLL  over  tIie  WorLcI 


Sizes  4 to  4X 


5N71 1 RoMwiNq  RoacI 
AddisoN,  I L 60101  Mon  *■  Fm 


12 


o 


Shoes  5 to  1 4W  Noiuh  off  5 5 5 Exp  Sat  & Sun  12-6 


-Z’ady.Z'ilzE  O 27 


the  site  are  very  helpful, friendly 
and  they  do  a great  job  monitoring 
the  site.  The  site  is  setup  as  a family 
oriented  site  and  everyone  there  tries  to  help 
each  other  with  problems,  questions,  or  share 
makeup  tips,  fashion  ideas,  etc.  I have  met  lots  of 
sisters  and  brothers  on  there  too  that  span  the  entire 
transgender  spectrum.  There  is  even  a place  where 
significant  others  can  also  ask  questions  or  share  their 
experiences  here  too  as  a means  to  help  others  facing 
similar  experiences  or  circumstances.  It's  a wonderful 
free  online  support  group  that's  sorely  needed.  Just 
thought  I would  share.  I invite  you  to  check  it  out.  You 
may  want  to  do  an  article  on  it  in  the  future.  Keep  up 
the  great  work  on  your  magazine.  I will  be  looking 
forward  to  reading  the  next  issue. 

Hugs  and  Kisses, 

Shannon  Leigh 
#4783 


ftkmkA  foA  Atickiny  witk  uA  Cjkziuaow,  omi  we'Ae  yteul  you  ewjoy 
[^Myfikv.  |tA  yAmt  odXo  tkctt  yon  Imve  vmaAl  Acme  AmtizrrtiowA  nbout 
youAAelf  mft  tkok  yon  ml ivui  to  follow  up  on  t km  t ke  Aiykt  my.  by 
Imvrny  Aonte  AeAAi owA  witk  a yewekA  Awvvy  tkeAzipiAt  ^ik  wt  k) 
oik  kow  fftA  into  tke  Amt  woA IT  yon  I uwve  ventuAel?  'pAeAAtety  up  <Ab 
koine  wkile  you  At  alowe  cm  bt  fun  oA  Aootkiwy  butto  ackievetke  Aocrnl 
ccwftetence  to  cntlA  A-ociety  oX  a formic  nftci  yt&AA  of  Aocmkzattow- 
oX  oi  mAt  teikA  oi  Lot  of  woAk  F/kile  online  AnppoAt  yAoupA  aht  m 
uxX y pteice  to  AteiAt  tkcy  oX t often  a pteice  wkeAe  people  cm  puAAue 
tkeiA  viAtucil  fmteiAy  witkout  wOi  even,  wwcettety  motteeA  tAmAyewfteAeft 
peAAon.  |n  liykb  of  youA  tnAly  AfedlmeMttlmt  yon  Live  In  oi  Anuall  city 
wkeAe  beeny  ftF  lA  not  u/ell  Aeceivtft  you  wilt  need  tke  AnppoAt  of  Aeol. 
Live  people  wenAby . "JtuAe  <wAe  A even  tAmAytnteeA  AnppoAt  yAoupA  AontteAed 
oAounft  O^o  met  yon  oiht  pAobably  wltlun  dAu/iwy  TiAtmce  of  one 
of  tkm.  |f  yon  content  tkm  tkey  cm  no  doubt  oX Aiit  witk  finitely 
a ytndeA  tkeA&piAt  ~[ke  bed  pteice  to  find  content  infoAwmtiow  foA  tke 
yAoupA  iA  ”[G  online  ok  kttp://www  tyfoAum.com.  "Jkty  keive 

a AeuAckeible  dckokoXi  thok  ctelowA  yon  to  look  foA  AnppoAt  yAoupA  foA 
fAee.  |f  yon  AnbAcAibeto  ”fF-  FoAum  yon  cm  AectAck  foA  tkeAnpiAtA  md 
tAmAyendeA  fAimdly  buAineAAeA.  "Jhx  FoAum  liAtA  eiykt  tkeAaplAt  wko 
kmileTF-  lAAutA  In  Qkio  Q.00T  Luck  on  youA  yenteAjouAneyl 


FJIte,  |Muei  01  pinup  Q-teil  QkalJm^t 

Dear  JoAnn  and  Angela, 

Please  renew  my  LL  subscription  for  another  two 
years!  I agree  with  you,  Angela,  that  Mirror-Mirror  has 
gotten  sexier.  You  have  given  us  all  the  opportunity  to 
express  ourselves  in  a glamorous  yet  classy  manner.  I 
would  love  to  see  a "pinup"  page  in  LadyLike  where 
we  could  create  the  naughty  looks  of  a 50s  pinup 
calendar!  Just  a thought.  I bet  that  it  would  get  our 
girlfriends1  creative  juices  flowing! 

I truly  appreciate  seeing  my  pictures  displayed  with 
my  beautiful  sisters  and  especially  enjoy  hearing  from 
them  and  sharing  our  fantasies. 

22  O dLadyJLifzs. 


Keep  up  the  great  work  ladies!  You  are  just  the  best! 

Jo  Merch  FWD#3699 

F/ett,  kow  nboute  it  yiAlA?  peAe'A  wottuwy  Atoppiwy  you  ftom 
mmteiiiny  5 (A  pimp  caimdaX  yiAlA  Aiykt  wow.  [00k  up  poAeA  tet  tke 
bookA  tkcit  oXit  ftvrutetble  about  tke  pinup  catewdaAA  and  AecAeette  owe 
witte  you  oX  tke  AteiA.  \jji 'll  Am  tkm  iw  ouA  pinup  payeA— ||JiAAoA- 
|7JLAAoA.  J^membeA,  keep  tkm  wauykty,  wotdiAty. 

Enclosed  please  find  my  renewal  to  LadyLike 
magazine.  I must  commend  you  and  your  staff  for 
the  wonderful  work  you  do  issue  after  issue.  It's 
very  encouraging  to  see  such  positive  images  of 
transgendered  people  and  very  rewarding  to  read  the 
regular  features,  especially  Amanda  Richards'  column. 

The  addition  of  Dina  Amberle  to  the  publication 
is  wonderful.  It's  great  to  read  her  witty  writing  and 
keen  observations  that  made  her  column  at  the  old 


pop  QuIIuAl  cm i 
QoumndA 

Dear  Angela  and 
JoAnn, 

From  news  reports  I'd 
seen  about  "monsoon" 
like  rains  drenching  the 
east  coast  and  the  resulting 
flooding  I wondered  how 
it  might  affect  everyone 
at  LadyLike.  So  when 
I received  my  copy  of 
issue  66  I was  pleasantly 
surprised.  I hope  you  were 
not  adversely  affected. 

LadyLike  gets  better 
and  better  and  the  more 
I read  issue  66  the  more  I realized  that  despite  all  of 
our  differences,  whether  economic  or  social,  we  all 
have  a lot  more  in  common  than  we  might  usually 
think. 

I'm  always  amazed  by  all  the  beautiful  ladies 
in  LadyLike  and  I'm  flattered  to  be  included.  I saw 
the  photo  of  Angela  Foxx  in  her  fabulous  outfit.  I 
wondered,  Las  Vegas  showgirl  or  maybe  even  a high 
priestess  from  a remote  area  and  its  temple  of  the  sun? 

In  reading  JoAnn's  "On  My  Mind"  article  I notice 
she  mentioned  the  movie  Transamerica.  I recently 
bought  it  on  DVD  and  I thought  Felicity  Huffman  was 
very  effective  in  the  lead  role. 

A few  months  ago  I discovered  that  the  1978  Doris 
Wishman  film  Let  Me  Die  A Woman  (reviewed  by 
Laurie  Ann  in  issue  26)  is  now  on  DVD.  Although  I'd 
heard  of  Doris  Wishman  it's  the  only  film  of  hers  that 
I've  seen.  It's  a curious  mixture  of  documentary  and 
reenactment  but  it's  a rather  bold  and  sympathetic 
look  at  transsexualism.  It  may  be  in  a class  by  itself. 

In  May  I went  to  the  biannual  Motor  City  Comic 
Con  in  suburban  Detroit.  Among  the  media  guests 
present  was  Julie  Newmar.  I've  long  been  a fan  of  hers 
and  I thought  I'd  go  regardless  of  the  fluctuating  gas 
prices.  Judging  by  the  long  line  in  which  I waited  to 


Transgender  Community 
News  so  enjoyable. 

And  in  case  you 
forgot  what  I looked 
like,  I've  enclosed  some 
photos  that  I hope  will 
find  their  way  into 
LadyLike. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa  Franks 


briefly  meet 
her  she  has 
many  fans. 
I especially 
reme m b e r 
her  cameo 


appearance 
i n To  Wong 
Foo,  Thanks 
For  Everything , 
lulie  Newmar. 

Since  Julie 
Newmar  had 
been  one  of 
the  actresses 
to  play 
Catwoman 
in  the  1 960s 
Batman 
series  she 
was  there 
along  with 
other 
members 
of  the 


series  cast 

including  Burt  Ward,  Adam  West  and  Lee  Meriwether 
(who  also  played  Catwoman).  I understand  it's  the 
biggest  "pop  culture"  event  in  Michigan. 

Thank  you  again  for  including  a letter  and  photos  of 
mine  in  issue  66.  I enjoyed  the  Current  Queen  article 
by  Sarah  Thomas  and  her  Bavarian  serving  girl  look 
reminded  me  that  I'd  like  to  try  such  a look.  Maybe 
this  Halloween?  Who  knows? 

Take  care. 

Beverly  #3903 

\JJt  AuAvivtT  tkt,  ntonAoon  and  Jo-f\nm  wioi  witkout  poweA.  at  ouA 
{[johld  |J wdquciAkAA  foA  only  a day.  fkt  po Atman  bAavtly  Awam 
in  witk  lilfeAi  avid  pkotoA.  lAowi  ouA  hiadiM  and  all  wiaA  writ  -f\i  wit 
wiAdt  tkiA  u it  aAt  AufftAiny  tttAou/jk-  an  taAly  fJuyuAt  Via t wionjt  YouA 
nimtion  of  £)ohxA  ^/iAkman  cauAtd,  uA.  to  do  Aomt  AtAtaAck  avid  wit 
caput  up  u/itk  tkt  following  information. 

X)oAiA  ^/iAkrnan  dxAtdid  ovtA  twenty  daUt  filmA  from  tkt  1 960^ 
(-J-fizUout  in  fkt  £un.  [\Jutit  on  tkt  [)]oon)  to  tkt  tarty  paAt  of  tkiA 
ctnluAy . (£ack | bill.,  and  QitTo  -J-ftav/tn,  botk  In  2002  ) 
f|]oit  of  tktm  wit At  3 mm il  oA  dowinAiaW  po  Km.  \JJiikman  ukd 
a vaAit ty  of  pAofeAAional  namtA  incl uTina  -ffntkony  £$>voo\tA.  Qtt 
£aa.  £1  £ii.  juigL  [fjanicottalt.  0 0 . |_  ^iivtAman.  [ouiA 

CjilvtAman,  [)]tkm  Stanley.  Q \[ /kitman . Pawn  ^kitman. 

\U'inkl  and  QokA  JjJiAfitA.  \JJ ilL  tkt  Atal  QoriA  \}J iAtunan  pltaAt 
Wind  up?  \JJkativiA  ktA  name  poriA  paAkd  away  in.  []]iami.  in 
-ffuyuALof  2002  F0^  01  kit  of  ktA  filmA  v/iAit  im/ibcom..  JuAtAtaAck 
on  ktA  name  wkitktvtA  ont  you  pAtftA. 


dEactijJEiC  O 2S 


unleash 


the  woman  in  you! 


nrataouers 


secrets  to  an  awesome  makeover  OVD 

one  of  the  best  boy-to-girl  transformation  videos  on  the  planet! 

$49.95 


order  it  here  by  sending 
your  payment  to: 


Clare  Din 

P.O.  Box  34206 

Philadelphia  PA  19101 


or  order  it  via  my  web  site 
below! 


kalina  isato  267-257-8409 
contact:  info:  kalina@awesomemakeovers.com 

www.awesomemakeovers.com 


book  an  appointment  by  phone  or  via  the  internet! 


How  To  Submit  Photos 

We  now  accept  digital  photos  if  they  are  of  sufficient  resolution.  Do  not 
overly  compress  digital  photos.  Do  not  send  digital  photos  by  email  without 
permission  first.  We  cannot  use  inkjet  prints.  We  need  real  glossy  photo- 
graphs. Please  do  not  send  more  than  four  (4)  photos.  If  you  include  your 
mailing  name  and  mailing  address  on  the  back  of  your  photos,  we  will  print 
your  address  with  your  photo  in  the  magazine  so  people  can  write  to  you 
directly.  Do  not  write  on  the  photos  with  a ballpoint  pen.  Use  a permanent 
marker  and  make  sure  the  ink  is  dry  before  putting  them  in  the  envelope. 

If  you  are  a subscriber,  we'll  forward  mail  for  you  for  the  length  of  your 
subscription.  Write  your  customer  number  on  your  photos.  If  you  are  not 
a subscriber,  include  $1 0 with  your  photo  and  we  will  forward  mail  to  you 
for  a year. 

How  To  Reply  To  Photos 

If  you  want  to  write  to  someone  whose  picture  appears  in  the  magazine, 
look  for  an  address  and  write  directly.  Or  look  for  a forwarding  number  (like 
FWD9999)  with  the  photo.  If  there  is  a FWD  number,  write  your  letter,  put  it 
in  an  envelope  and  in  pencil  write  the  FWD  number  on  the  front.  For  each 
letter  to  be  forwarded,  put  your  letter  (in  its  envelope),  correct  postage  in 
stamps  and  $2  in  another  envelope  (#1 0 or  larger)  and  mail  it  all  to  us  here 
at  LadyLike  Magazine,  do  PO  Box  491,  Lionville,  PA  19353-0491. 

How  To  Subscribe 

LadyLike  is  the  publication  that  treats  the  subjects  of  transvestism  and  cross- 
dressing as  they  should  be  treated,  with  respect  and  sophistication.  Chock 
full  of  great  features  and  loads  of  photos,  you  won't  want  to  miss  a single 
issue.  Every  issue  contains  important  and  useful  information  to  help  you 
realize  the  "ladylike"  qualities  within  yourself. 

Subscription  Rates: 

U.S.  - $40;  Canada/Mexico  - $52;  Overseas  - $64 
Single  issues: 

U.S.  - $1 4;  Canada/Mexico  - $1 6;  Overseas  - $1 8 

Call  or  email  (llmag@cdspub.com)  for  back  issue  availability. 

LadyLike  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  491 
Lionville,  PA  19353-0491  610-363-7117 


(IQHK  CU-RV-CS  INT-E-fih-QTION-flL 


Diva: 

bu/t  enhan/er 
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Con  uj©  do  thi/  for  you? 

Try  u/.  Cu/tom  made  body 
pro/thetic/  i / our  /pecialty. 

Were  the  be/t! 

Vi/it  u /...  You'll  be  back. 


Veronica/: 
hip  and  derrier 
ehnan/er/ 


UJe  ol/o  carry: 
full  fa/hion  ho/ery. 
brea/t  form/, 
nipple/, 
gaff/. 


m /.  E/py  Lopez,  owner 

(LflSSK  mm  IMATIONAl 

voice  fax:  562, 595-9M8 
out/ide  of  California:  888  898-8787 
email:  cci@.fw/.com 
vi/it:  www.clcrv.com 
or  write-.  P.O.  Box  115 
Wilmington.  Cfl  90748-0115  U/fl 
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lcyra_kelly@yahoo.ca 
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loci',  wHat  vo  You 
THiNK  OF  1HT  W 00? 
vVr0\N5VESritHM? 


x can't  c7eac?e  now  i Tea  about  it. 
saMeniATs  r iuwk  n"s  Hip  and  cool, 

AND  OtUfl?  TMTS,  I THINK  IT  SOUNDS 
ukT  Something  Tou'p  scpaptoff  of 


Jjtscv  ~tr tinner  XrfeekenA 


8uft>PD,  Did 
gambit 
THF  PENT 

MONET  AGAIN  ? 
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SHUT  VFP 
TAP  AN  ‘ GlT 
ME  ANUDPfP 
seep.woMAN  i 

Upp.1 
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IVe  carry  a fu//  selection 
of  Wigs  and  Wig  Accessories 
Jewelry  & breast  Forms... 

We  do  professional  Makeovers.  ■ 

1333  West  Irving  Fark  Rd 
Chicago,  IL  60613 

773-523-6960 


Visit  us  on  the  net  at 
http://www.Qeocities.com/racheiswiQS 
or  contact  us  by  email  at: 
msrachei@meQsinet.net 
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Regina, 
c/o  R.  La 
120-13  1 


11356 


5ue  G., 

926  Weet  1-30  #302, 
G aland,  TX  75043 
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Lucinda  Grace,  4132 


Mary  Alice 


Foxy  Roxy,  El  Faso.  TX 


\Our  own  Anglea  Gardner 
l\ck  in  1933  while  she 
was  working  on  the  film 
Rooftops,  playing,  what 
I else?  A hooker. 
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Memorial  Day  weekend  was 
interesting.  I went  to  the  Club  2000, 
a rowdy  Mexican  cowboy  bar  at  the  edge  of 
town  that  features  a live  band.  As  soon  as  I sat  at  the  bar, 
two  men  (who  were  strangers  to  one  another)  struck  up 
a conversation  with  me.  One  good-looking  man  wearing 
a cowboy  hat  and  sporting  a goatee,  was  particularly 
attracted  to  me  and  I felt  flattered,  what  with  all  the 
available  genetic  women  around  us. 

He  introduced  himself  as  Lorenzo,  asked  if  he  could  buy 
me  a drink  and  I said  yes.  In  Spanish,  he  said  had  owned 
several  bars  in  town  and  told  me  about  all  the  places  in 
the  U.S.  he  had  visited.  "What  the  heck  is  a Mexican  doing 
way  all  the  way  out  there?"  I asked  him  incredulously, 
"Were  you  lost?" 

"No,  I was  on  vacation,"  he  replied,  kind  of  miffed. 

! bet  you  work  for  the  Cartel,"  I joked.  We  both  laughed 
c!  he  bought  me  another  drink. 

as  Ace-to-face,  he  had  to  have  known  I was  a boy, 
but  he  never  asked,  so  I never  told.  He  seemed  safe,  I 
thought,  so  an  hour  before  closing,  I invited  him  to  follow 
me  to  Adrian's,  my  fav  neighborhood  bar  across  town. 

"It's  a nice  place  to  talk,"  I told  him.  He  agreed  and  we 
walked  out  of  the  club  together. 


Speed  Queen 

Attempting  to  get 
there  before  the  bar  closed,  I 
sped  towards  town  on  the  deserted  highway, 
looking  for  any  radar  speed-traps  ahead.  Lorenzo  in  his 
late-model  Dodge  Ram  was  far  behind.  Well,  horror  of 
all  horrors,  my  right  front  tire  suddenly  blew  out!  Thank 
goodness  I was  able  to  control  my  pickup  and  I pulled 
onto  the  emergency  lane.  After  counting  my  blessings,  I 
activated  the  hazard  lights.  A few  minutes  later  Lorenzo 
drove  by,  recognized  my  truck  and  stopped.  I explained 
what  happened  and  he  followed  me  out  the  exit  ramp,  as 
I limped  my  truck  to  the  nearest  motel  parking  lot. 

Big  Mistake 

"What  do  you  wanna  do?"  he  asked. 

"Take  me  to  Adrian's,"  I said.  "At  closing,  you  can  take 
me  home,  and  I'll  return  for  my  truck  tomorrow." 

Then  I jumped  into  his  trurk. 

We  walked  into  Adrian's  together,  at  last  call.  We  sat 
at  the  bar  and  I introduced  him  to  Rosa,  the  barmaid. 
Lorenzo  paid  for  the  drinks  and  we  talked  while  listening 
to  songs  on  the  jukebox  and  watching  the  last  pool  game 
of  the  night. 

At  closing,  Lorenzo  and  I were  the  last  patrons  left. 
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"I'm  going  to  the  men's  room  before  we  leave,"  he 
said. 

"Good  idea,"  I agreed,  "I'll  go  to  the  ladies,"  and  we 
went  to  our  respective  restrooms. 

I emptied  my  bladder,  powdered  my  nose,  and  when  I 
came  out,  he  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. 

"He  walked  out  a minute  ago"  Panchito  the  doorman 
told  me,  as  he  went  around  turning  off  telvisions.  "He's 
probably  out  there  waiting",  he  assured  me  as  he  opened 
the  exit  door  for  me.  I peered  outside  and  to  my  horror 
saw  only  empty  parking  lot;  Lorenzo  was  gone!  The  SOB 
left  without  me! 

"My  ride  is  gone."  I told  Panchito.  "Gimme  time  to  call 
someone  on  my  cell",  I pleaded. 

I called  several  friends  and  no  one  answered;  it  was 
after  2:00  am.  Panchito  called  the  taxi  company  that 
takes  drunks  home  and  no  one  there  answered  either. 
There  was  one  more  number  left  on  my  cell  that  I hadn't 
tried.  It  belongs  to  my  neighbor  from  across  the  street, 
Leroy.  Leroy  has  a wife  and  two  kids.  To  call  him  was 
risky.  See,  one  summer  night  six  years  ago,  Leroy  waved 
me  to  a stop  as  I pulled  out  of  my  garage,  heading  to 
the  bars.  He  was  curious  about  the  "blonde"  behind  the 
wheel  of  my  truck.  Well,  he  was  shocked  and  in  disbelief 
upon  discovering  that  this  "woman"  was  actually  me,  his 
"macho"  neighbor.  Leroy  never  mentioned  that  incident 
again,  not  when  borrowing  tools,  or  having  me  over  to  set 
up  their  family  computer. 

With  no  other  options,  I dialed  his  number  and  his  wife 
answered  half-asleep.  "I'm  your  neighbor  from  across  the 
street,"  I said.  "May  I speak  to  Leroy?  It's  an  emergency!" 

He  got  on  the  phone  and  I told  him  I was  marooned  at 
a bar  and  asked  if  he  could  do  me  a huge  favor  and  come 
pick  me  up. 

"Yeah,  okay,  what  neighbors  are  for?"  he  said  before 
asking  for  directions.  "Uh...  one  more  thing,"  I added.  "I'll 
be  the  only  blonde  standing  out  here,"  I said,  hoping  that 
he  would  catch  my  drift.  "Okay,  see  you  in  about  20,"  he 
said  as  he  hung  up  the  phone. 

"I  found  a ride!"  I told  Panchito.  "I'll  just  wait  outside,"  I 
said  as  he  turned  off  the  lights. 

Damsel  in  Distress 

For  safety,  I stood  against  the  side  of  the  building,  and  20 
minutes  later,  Leroy  whizzed  by  in  his  Chevy  Silverado, 
but  didn't  see  me.  Figuring  he  would  go  around  the  block 
and  come  back,  I stood  by  the  side  of  the  road.  Guys  in 
two  different  vehicles  and  even  a biker  stopped  to  offer  me 
a ride!  "No  thank  you,  I'm  waiting  for  someone"  I would 
say.  Finally  in  what  seemed  like  an  eternity,  Leroy  drove 
by  again,  this  time  slowly.  I waved  my  arms  fra  ntically  at 
him  and  he  figured  it  was  me. 

Leroy  let  me  in,  said  hello,  but  never  made  eye  contact. 
As  he  pulled  onto  the  road,  he  told  about  driving  by, 
unsure  of  the  address  and  he  kept  going,  adding  that  it 
didn't  even  "click"  when  I told  him  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  a blonde!  Good  thing  he  had  the  smarts  to  come  back 


for  a second  look! 

On  the  way  home  and  I explained  the  fiasco  to  Leroy. 
"I'll  bike  to  my  truck  in  the  morning  and  change  the  tire", 

I said.  But  Leroy  offered  a different  idea.  "We  should 
change  it  now  - it  might  get  towed  away  in  the  morning". 
"But  I can't,  not  with  these  nails  and  heels!"  I cried  as  I 
tried  showing  him.  "Don't  worry  about  it"  he  assured  me, 
"I'll  change  it  for  you,"  he  said,  never  glancing  over. 

Sure  enough,  when  we  arrived  at  the  motel  parking  lot, 
he  got  down  and  dirty  and  changed  that  busted  tire  for 
me,  as  I stood  by  helplessly.  In  15  minutes  he  was  done 
and  we  were  ready  to  go.  "I'll  follow  to  make  sure  you 
make  it  home  okay,"  he  said,  not  once  even  asking  if  I had 
a girl  name.  Nevertheless,  I thanked  him  profusely. 

It  was  after  3:00  am  by  the  time  we  reached  our 
neighborhood.  I pulled  into  my  garage,  and  he  into  his. 
I wondered  if  any  neighbors  saw  us  arrive  together.  But 
more  importantly,  "What  a night,"  I thought  to  myself  as  I 
thanked  my  lucky  stars. 

So,  my  dear  friends,  learn  from  my  mistakes.  Never 
speed  down  the  highway  trying  to  beat  last  call.  Don't 
trust  strangers  just  because  they're  good  looking  and  buy 
you  drinks.  And  be  nice  to  your  neighbors...  you  never 
know  when  you're  gonna  need  them! 

Foxy  Trouble 
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Angela  Gardner  at  the 
Taj  Mahal  in  Atlantic 
City,  New  Jersey 
sometime  back  in  the 
early  1990s. 

(Photo  by  Miranda 
Wright.) 


Sandi, 

Central 

#3192 


Regina,  do  R.  lap, 
120-19  14  Rd., 
College  Point,  NY 
11356 
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JoAnn  Roberta  and  Angela 
Gardner  all  tarted  up  for  a Gay 
Fride  event  in  the  late  1930a. 
Check  out  that  bow! 


Challay,  AZ,  4695 
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Mary  Alice 


Elizabeth  Hulbeck 


Kristen  Embers 
FM3  112 
3917  5.  Old 
State  Fd> 

Lewis  Center, 
OH  43035 
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Beverly, 

3903 


11111 


Janet  Oey, 

FO  Box  3954 J 
Center  Line,  Ml 
4&015 


Ellen  McKinnon, 


Ifck  S O JdadyJdiliE. 

m I'M. 


Curves 

A Glamour  Boutique  Exclusive 

GBl  Finally  Feminine  Hips  And  Fanny  Shaper  Panty 

This  is  our  best  padded  panty!  It  creates  a smooth,  natural  looking  female  hips 
and  butt.  Easy  on  and  off.  We  feel  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  padded  panties  on 
the  market.  Reinforced  crotch  area  also  serves  as  an  excellent  gaff! 

Colors;  Black,  Beige  • Sizes;  (by  waist)  28-30,  32-34,  36-38,  40-42.  44+ 

Price;  S44.95 


GL2000N  Silicone  Breasrform. 

Produced  by  the  leading,  most  reputable 
laboratory  in  Germany,  utilizing  a special- 
ized medical  silicone  formula  that  produces 
a high  degree  of  flexibility  and  weight. 

Sizes:  Order  by  bra  size.  (i.e.  38D) 

Price;  $189.95 


NIP1 

Super  Realistic 
Prominent  Nipples. 

Available  with  large  areo- 
las  (2")  or  small  (1  5/8") 

Price:  $19.95 


Thong  Style  SlingShot  Gaff. 

Our  gaff  is  made  of  a strong  nylon  and 
lycra  blend  to  provide  that  all  important 
fiat  look 

Colors:  Black,  White.  Red.  Beige 
Sizes:  S:  28-30,  M.  32-34.  1:36-28,  XL:  38-42 

Price:  $24.95  2 for  $40 


CPI  32 
Pink  Beard 
Neutralizer 

Price:  S6.95 


P* 


TATI  B-19 

Beard  Cover  Blue  Beard 

Colors;  1 -Light,  Neutralizer 

2-Medium,  3-Tan,  'pH 

4_Dark  ill  Price:  $6.95 

Price:  S8.98  4HS 


2700  Jiggle  Bra. 

See-through  bra 
with  pockets  for 
silicone  breastforms. 


Colors:  Black,  White,  Nude 

Price:  $26.95  2 for  S45.00 

GER005  Steel  Boned  Corset 

This  corset  has  the  pulling  power  of  the 
more  expensive  corsets  Steel  boned  with 
a 65-35  polyester/cotton  blend  material.  1 2 
inches  high  and  works  great  with  women 
and  men. Comes  with  loops  for  6 garters. 
Sizes:  24-40  (order  4'smaller  than  your  waist) 
Colors:  Black  • Price:  $99.95 
GER6  Imported  German  Garter  Set  S9.95 


NEW  AND  IMPROVED! 

ADI  Hollister  Medical 
Adhesive  Price:  $27.95 

ADR  Hollister  Adhesive 
Remover  Price:  $4.95 


_ Wtomc  L/Ch HAAAAfWV  www.glamourboutique.com 

Use  this  order  form  to  mail  or  FAX  us  your  order!  Glamour  Boutique,  850  Southbridge  St,  Auburn  MA  01501  • FAX:  508-347-2427 



TST  C""  EB  Money  Order  □ • VisaQ  • Master  Card  O Discover  AMEX  □ 

Name " ' 

Card  Number . Exp  

Billing  Address 

City  Stale  ______23p  ________ 

City  Stale Zip  

Best  way  for  us  to  contact  you:  E-Mail  Address Phone  


Item  No. 

Description 

Color 

Size 

Qty. 

Price 

Subtotal: 

Shipping:  (U.S.-  S5.95  • Canada  -S9.95) 

Total: 

850  Southbridge  St.  • Auburn,  MA01501  • 508-721-7800  • toll  free  888-721-8688  • e-mailjwarrener@aol.com 
714  E.  Sahara  Ave.  #250  • Las  Vegas,  NV  89104  • 702-697-1800  • 866-692-1800  • tax  702-697-1700  ■ e-mail  glamourboutique2@aol.com 


Visit  us  on  the  Web  at 

www.laseriovers.com 


A Transgender  owned  and  operated  clinic  providing: 

♦ Permanent  hair  removal  using  laser  and  electrolysis 

♦ Hormones  and  Ob/Gyn  for  the  Transgendered  community 

♦ Botox®  and  Restylane®  facial  enhancemenf  treatments 

♦ Sclerotherapy  for  the  removal  of  varicose  veins 

♦ Removal  of  unsightly  age  spots  and  spider  veins 

Special  rates  are  available  at  a charming,  historic  inn  close  to 
our  clinic  and  to  the  beach,  in  TO-  friendly  Gulfport,  Florida. 


PHONE  727.341.1011 
TOLL  FREE  1.877.664.2470 
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England  has  its  Queen.  Her  name  is  Elizabeth.  Canada 
has  a Queen,  too.  And  her  name  is  Michelle  DuBarry.  This 
is  her  story,  told  to  me  in  her  own  words. 

Michelle's  story  is  a magical  trip  clown  memory  lane.  It 
begins  in  a small  town  called  Bowmanville,  forty  miles  east 
of  Toronto,  where  she  was  born  and  raised.  It  was  a typical 
childhood  really,  save  for  the  fact  that  little  Russell  (her 
"boy"  name)  loved  to  wear  dresses.  Her  three  girl  cousins 
dressed  her  in  drag  at  the  age  of  nine.  In  high  school  she 
and  another  boy  were  Apache  dancers  for  the  Halloween 
celebration.. She  loved  to  perform  she  says. 

"I  loved  to  wear  the  makeup  and  costumes.  I loved 
pretending  I was  the  leading  lady." 

Leading  lady  was  what  little  Russell  was  destined  to 
be.  When  she  was  old  enough  to 
spread  her  wings  she  moved  to 
Toronto  and  there  she  embarked  on 
her  fantastic  journey. 

"At  first  it  was  only  Halloween 
dress  up,"  she  says,  "but,  oh,  what  a 
lovely  holiday  Halloween  was." 

Speaking  of  the  places  she  went 


and  the  friends  she  made,  she  said,  "Later  on  we  did 
shows  in  straight  clubs  and  the  crowds  loved  them.  I also 
worked  regularly  at  a club  called  The  51 1 on  Yonge  Street 
in  Toronto.  There  we  learned  things  like  rehearsing  and 
starting  on  time.  It  was  there  that  I learned  'drag  discipline', 
something  that  was  in  short  supply." 

Michelle  was  initially  known  by  the  name  Anita  Mode's. 
“\  started  out  on  the  road  as  Anita  with  a show  called  Phase 
One  and  they  changed  my  name  to  Michelle  DuBarry 
because  they  felt  it  better  suited  my  classy  image.  Later 
I helped  form  The  Great  Impostors  and  for  ten  years  we 
traveled  throughout  Canada.  I made  the  costumes  and  I 
drove  the  van,  and  then  at  night  I became  the  star." 

While  she  was  on  the  road  with  The  Great  Impostors, 
and  later  back  in  Toronto  with  groups  called  "Les  Girls" 
and  "Guys  Will  Be  Dolls,"  Michelle  became  friends  with 
many  crossdressers  who  came  to  see  the  shows.  They  often 
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told  her  that  she  was  an  inspiration 
to  them  and  helped  them  to  become 
their  real  selves.  She  has  remained 
friends  with  some  of  them  to  this  day. 

During  the  time  after  she  returned 
to  Toronto,  Michelle  earned  her  living 
during  the  day  selling  shoes  at  a high 
end  store  and  that  was  perfect  for 
her.  She  always  had  a special  "feeling" 
for  lady's  shoes.  I guess  you  could  call 
it  a fetish.  Hell,  I KNOW  you  could! 
Michelle  was  wearing  Prada  before 
the  Devil  did.  To  this  day  a pair  of 
stiletto  heels  can  make  her  heart  beat 
faster  and  her  panties  bunch  up.  Her 
closet  is  sling  back  heaven.  Glamour 
was  always  the  name  of  the  game  for 
Mademoiselle  DuBarry.  She  made 
her  own  gowns  and  they  were  all 
magnificent.  No  star  at  Metro  Goldwyn 
Mayer  ever  outdid  her. 


"I  always  felt  better  in  a dress," 
she  told  me.  "So  naturally  I wore 
them  whenever  I could." 

And  it  wasn't  always  to  drag 
shows,  either.  She  wore  her 
glittering  creations  to  elegant 
restaurants  and  lowdown  dives. 
She  was  definitely  an  equal 
opportunity  lady  of  the  night. 
And  she  even,  on  occasion,  wore 
a smart,  tasteful  ensemble  to 
church. 

"On  Easter  Sunday  I was  the 
only  one  wearing  a hat,"  she 
claims. 

Having  such  a varied 
"repertoire"  definitely  made 
Michelle  a cut  above  your  garden 
variety  drag  queen.  Some  of  her 
costars  from  The  Great  Impostors 
had  gone  on  to  have  sex  changes 
but  she  never  felt  the  need  to  do 
that.  She  liked  the  skin  she  was  in 
and  she  was  happy  to  be  who  and 
what  she  was.  And  that  gave  her  a 
helluva  lot  of  room  to  play. 

In  1985  Michelle  DuBarry  became 
involved  with  The  Imperial  Court 
of  Toronto.  Eventually  she  became 
their  Queen  Mother  Ultima  and  later 
their  Empress  VI.  With  the  court  she 
traveled  widely  across  Canada  and 
throughout  the  U.S. 

"I  loved  Jose  Sarria  ( founder  of  the 
Court),"  she  told  me.  "She  was  and 
is  a great  inspiration  to  me."  And  I'm 
sure  Jose  would  say  the  same  about 
her. 

Many  queens  though  out  the  Court 
System  think  of  Michelle  as  a role 
model.  I know  because  I am  one  of 
them.  We  met  the  night 
Michelle  stepped  up  as 
Empress  VI  in  Toronto. 
We  bonded  like  crazy 
glue.  She  was  my  dream 
queen.  Later  when  I 
became  both  Empress  VI 
and  XI  of  Buffalo  I gave 
her  the  highest  honor  of 
all  in  my  reign.  I made 
her  the  Half  Empress  VI 
and  XI  of  Buffalo.  To  this 
day  we  are  sometimes 
referred  to  as  The  Snoop 
Sisters  of  The  Court.  And 
as  such  we  have  raised 


untold  thousands  of  dollars  for  AIDS 
Charities  in  Toronto,  Buffalo,  and 
elsewhere  on  the  Circuit. 


Along  about  the  time  she  was  doing 
the  Court  thing  Michelle  also  became 
involved  with  a crossdressers  club  in 
Ontario  called  Expressions.  She  was 
soon  made  an  honorary  member 
and  has  had  many  wonderful  times 
with  her  girlfriends  in  the  club.  They 
may  be  doctors,  lawyers  and  bankers 
during  the  day  but  at  the  club  they 
are  just  her  gal  pals.  And  they  adore 
her.  Actually  I think  the  whole  world 
adores  Michelle  DuBarry.  In  her  travels 
she  has  made  so  many  friends  in  high 
(and,  ahem,  sometimes  low)  places 
and  been  given  so  many  honors, 
awards  and  trophies.  Her  apartment 
is  filled  with  the  mementoes  of  her 
wonderful,  star  studded  life.  Actually 
it  is  filled  with  a lot  of  others  things 
too,  but  we  won't  go  into  that.  Don't 
worry.  It's  all  glitter  and  glam.  And 
slingbacks! 

In  October  of  this  year  Michelle 
DuBarry  will  celebrate  her  seventy- 
fifth  birthday.  And  she  doesn't  look  a 
day  over  thirty-five.  Yes,  indeed  she 
has  had  a lot  of  practice  with  makeup. 
A documentary  film  is  being  made  to 
be  shown  at  her  birthday  party  and 
it's  about  time.  A life  like  hers  just  has 
to  be  preserved  for  future  generations 
to  be  able  to  see  the  story  of  The 
Ultimate  Grand  Dame.  Canada's 
Queen  who  is  not  just  an  icon  but  a 
national  treasure.  Happy  Birthday  my 
darling  Michelle,  and  may  you  have 
seventy  five  more. 

Written  with  so  much  admiration 
and  love  by  Vicky  Vogue. 


Interview  with  Michelle  DuBarry 
originaly  printed  in  Lady  Like  # 15 , 
1992 

It  was  August  of  1990  and  I had 
been  invited  to  attend  the  Wildside 
Weekend  produced  by  Paddy 
Aldridge  of  Wildside  in  Toronto. 

That  same  weekend  in  Toronto , 
there  was  the  annual  International 
Queen  competition  and  that's  where 
I met  Michelle  DuBarry.  I liked  her 
immediately.  She  was  warm  and 
friendly.  She  also  reminded  me  of 
someone  else  I know  who  is  a real 
sweetheart  and  I'm  sure  that  colored 
my  reaction. 

When  Paddy  told  me  she  could  get 
an  exclusive  interview  with  Michelle , 
I jumped  at  the  opportunity  to  find 
out  more  about  this  person.  So,  here 
it  is. 

Jo  Ann  Roberts 

Interview  by 
Paddy  Aldridge 

Michelle 

DuBarry 

I was  born  November  23rd,  1931. 

At  the  age  of  nine,  my  cousins 
and  I were  very  imaginative  and 
active  in  our  play.  We  quite  often 
did  small  plays  and  skits  in  which 
I was  adorned  on  one  occasion  as 
a girl.  I didn't  realize  I was  doing 
drag.  As  that  time,  and  throughout 
my  high  school  days,  my  hopes 
were  to  become  an  actor,  never 
giving  a second  thought  to  being 
a female  impersonator  or  knowing 
the  possibilities  or  extent  of  such  a 
career. 

As  a boy  soprano  I won  a gold 
medal  at  the  1 939  Port  Hope  Music 
Festival.  I sang  Cobbler,  Cobbler, 
Mend  My  Shoe  which  was  funny 
since  I have  been  in  the  shoe 
business  for  thirty  five  years  as  a 
main  job,  starting  at  Morgan's  at 
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Lawrence  and  Bathurst  Streets  in 
Toronto  in  1 954. 

In  1944,  when  I was  thirteen, 

I remember  attending  the 
Bowmanville  High  School  dance 
in  drag  with  another  boy  who  also 
dressed  up.  We  did  it  as  a lark;  we 
didn't  know  we  were  simpatico.  I 
wore  my  own  hair  with  a little  bun 
in  the  back.  People  were  innocent 
and  naive  then.  I danced  with  an 
older  boy.  Nothing  sexual  happened 
or  was  even  suggested. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  seven,  in 
1958,  1 got  married.  I was  a shoe 
salesman,  she  was  a size  4-B.  She 
would  stay  until  closing  and 

then  say,  "Would  you  see  me 
home  on  the  streetcar?"  Then  it  was, 
"'There's  a place  for  rent  across  the 
street,  why  don't  you  move  in?" 
Eventually  we  got  together  and 
although  she  permitted  me  my  gay 
friends  before  marriage,  she  did  not 
after.  My  good  friend  and  costume 
designer,  the  late  Murray  Burbidge, 
made  my  wife's  wedding  gown.  This 
was  quite  flattering  since  Murray  was 
partly  responsible  for  the  successful 
evolution  of  the  drag  scene  in 
Toronto.  He  was  a comedian/figure 
skater  who  made  costumes  for  all 
the  queens.  In  short,  I felt  trapped 
by  not  being  able  to  be  myself,  and 
was  forced  to  end  the  marriage.  By 
the  way,  she  would  also  not  let  me 
crossdress  and  forced  me  to  give  up 
all  my  shoes  and  matching  purses  to 
Murray  Burbidge  before  marrying. 

My  first  time  out  in  drag  and  on 
my  own  was  1955.  1 was  very 
careful  and  meticulous  about  my 
appearance  like  any  crossdresser 
who  was  going  out  for  the  first  time. 
My  shoes  and  handbag  matched 
and  I looked  perfect  in  a skin-tight 
black  dress  Murray  made  for  me. 

I wore  my  white  fox  stole  and  my 
best  ultra  pin-point  toed  shoes  with 
pencil  thin  heels. 

I strolled  right  down  Yonge 
Street  to  the  Downtown'  Theatre 
in  Dundas  Square  to  see  a movie 
and  sat  upstairs  in  the  balcony. 


That  was  my  mistake.  After  the  film 
I encountered  the  majestic  curved 
staircase  leading  to  the  lobby  and 
tripped  on  the  top  step  falling  all  the 
way  down.  When  I hit  bottom  was 
a man's  raspy  voice  snidely  said, 
"Here's  your  shoe,  Lady."  I was 
devastated! 

In  the  fifties  the  main  gay  bar  was 
"Letross."  It  was  on  King  Street  near 
the  King  Edward  Hotel.  No  one  was 
allowed  in  crossdressed  on  nights 
other  than  Hallowe'en  except  me. 
For  those  who  did  want  to  go  out, 
though,  there  were  plenty  of  other 
places  on  Queen  Street  opposite 
City  Hall  where  the  Sheraton  Hotel 
is  now.  Forty  years  ago  the  Casino 
Theatre  stood  in  that  spot  and  all 
the  stars  of  the  day  came  and  went 
at  that  location. 

After  being  divorced  I got  an 
apartment  with  three  room-mates, 
Bill,  Ron  and  Jimmy,  on  Tindell 
Ave.  We  were  all  home  from  work 
on  Sundays  and  would  camp  it  up 
doing  scag  drag,  wearing  hats  and 
Upsynching.  He  dared  me  one  day 
to  go  down  to  the  clubs  on  Yonge 
Street  and  audition.  The  rest  is 
history.  I began  my  long  career  of 
professional  female  impersonation 
at  the  Five-Eleven  Club  using  the 
drag  name  of  Anita  Modes. 

I became  one  of  Ray  Merkin's 
special  people.  Ray  owned  the 
Five-Eleven  and  was  a burlesque 
person  from  England.  He  ran  mini- 
Broadway  shows  on  Saturday  nights 
at  the  Five-Eleven.  If  you  were  in  the 
show,  you  had  to  go  in  and  rehearse 
during  the  week.  Consequently,  the 
shows  were  very  good.  He  would 
say,  "I  only  want  you  to  do  one 
number  tonight,  and  I want  you 
to  do  it  well."  Ray  had  the  good 
sense  to  realize  that  overloading 
the  performer  with  numbers  wasn't 
necessari ly  goi ng  to  produce  a better 
show,  the  way  many  bar  owners 
feel.  More  isn't  always  better. 

Many  of  these  shows  had  a sense  of 
humour  built  into  the  presentation. 
Some  of  the  titles  were  My  Fur 


Lady,  Oh,  What  A Lovely  War,  and 
Hello  Dolly. 

I am  rem  i nded  of  the  old  days  when 
I shopped  for  fabric  at  Eatons  and 
saw  David  who  used  to  work  at  the 
door  in  the  FiveEleven.  I stroll  down 
Yonge  St.  and  notice  the  muscle- 
bound  hairdresser  that  used  to  be 
the  fabulous,  impeccable  performer 
called  "Roberta."  I remember  the 
rich  boy,  GG  Mills,  with  all  his 
clothes  by  Murray  Burbidge,  and 
Madame  Melba  who  made  some 
of  my  clothes.  They  were  made  so 
well,  in  fact,  that  I still  have  them 
today! 

Competition  for  The  Five-Eleven 
was  a wonderful  club  run  by  a 
lesbian,  Sarah  Dunlop,  called  The 
Music  Room.  Torontonians  will 
always  remember  The  St.  Charles 
Tavern  and  The  Parkside.  Behind 
The  Parkside  was  a transvestite  club 
called  Ed  Knights  and  above  it  was 
the  famous  August  Club.  The  owner 
of  the  August  recently  bought 
Solteros  and  is  changing  it  into  a 
dinner-  theatre  show  bar  for  female 
impersonators  called  Hudson's. 

In  1 969-70,  Facade  opened  at  the 
Global  Village  Theatre.  It  was  the 
first  drag  revue  ever  in  Toronto.  The 
Director  was  Michael  Oskars,  who 
also  directed  the  recent  DQ  !,  II  and 
III.  Facade  evolved  into  She-Rade. 
Only  by  accident  did  I have  a place 
in  that  show.  Someone  couldn't 
make  it  at  the  last  minute  and  it  was 
decided  to  give  Anita  a chance. 

In  1970  She-rade  opened  at  The 
Theatre  In  The  Dell,  called  simply 
The  Dell.  Toby  Tyler  and  I worked 
at  a wig  company  at  the  time  in 
between  performing  in  that  show. 
We  went  to  ladies  homes  for  wig 
parties.  Toby  was  spur-of-the- 
moment  and  left  the  show.  In  his 
place,  I called  in  Sandy  St.  Peters 
who  did  a mean  Peggy  Lee.  Sandy 
is  now  a big  star  in  Vancouver. 
Whenever  I went  there  he  enjoyed 
telling  people  about  how  I gave  him 
his  big  start.  It  was  the  first  time  I 
had  seen  him  in  thirty  years.  By 


the  way,  he  is  a woman  now,  with 
a different  name.  Her  appearance 
had  changed  drastically  but  she  was 
still  the  same  old  Toby.  Still  doing 
hair,  and  still  with  that  up-front 
personality. 

Craig  Russell  headed  the  Toronto 
chapter  of  the  Mae  West  Fan  Club. 
He  was  the  only  member.  Of  course 
Mae  never  knew  that,  or  didn't 
cared,  but  she  was  so  impressed 
she  sent  for  him.  He  spent  one  year 
with  her  in  California.  When  he 
came  back  to  Canada  he  did  shows 
at  the  Five-Eleven  and  Manatee, 
eventually  joining  the  Phase  One 
Show  in  Halifax  with  myself,  Jami 
Durette,  Foni  Roberts  and  Loni's 
wife  Judy. 

Anita  Modes  wasn'ta  proper  name 
for  a glamorous  star,  so  Toby  and 
Foni  gave  me  the  name  of  Michelle 
Du  Barry  because  it  looked  so  good 
on  a marquee. 

The  Phase  One  road  show  evolved 
through  publicity,  great  reviews 
and  general  acceptance  of  female 
impersonating  in  Canada.  It  was 
then,  in  Halifax,  that  Craig  Russell 
had  his  first  opportunity  to  perform 
in  front  of  a We  audience.  One 
night  I was  late  for  my  show.  Loni 
Roberts  knocked  me  clear  across 
the  room  and  I broke  a heel.  I had 
two  seconds  to  change  my  shoes 
and  fix  my  lipstick  and  I was  never 
late  again.  These  days,  the  young 
queens  are  always  late  for  their 
shows,  they  have  no  discipline,  and 
no  Foni  Roberts  around  to  keep 
them  in  line. 

At  first  Craig  lacked  confidence. 
He  used  to  say,  "I'm  not  coming 
across,"  and  that  sort  of  thing.  When 
we  reached  Brantford  he  finally 
clicked  in.  I went  to  work  at  my 
courier  job  while  we  were  in  Phase 
One  and  I used  to  drive  Craig  to  his 
first  bookings.  He  was  outrageous 
then,  and  fun.  We  shared  rooms 
and  lovers. 

Yonge  Street  in  Toronto  was  so 
different  in  the  early  seventies. 
Lynne  Powers  and  I left  the  Music 


Room  one  night  to  go  to  Ronnie 
Hawkin's  place,  Le  Coq  D'or.  The 
girls  were  always  invited  to  stay  late 
and  have  drinks  so  we  did  just  that. 
Upon  leaving  we  were  followed  by 
a police  car.  The  head  cop  ordered 
us  to  get  in.  They  were  rude  and 
sneered,  "You  fags  ever  had  a swim 
at  Cherry  Beach?"  A couple  of  cops 
from  another  car  got  in  on  either 
side  of  us,  squishing  us  together 
in  the  back  seat.  They  took  us 
down  to  the  station  and  kicked  our 
shins  and  pulled  our  eyelashes  off. 
Sometimes  a transie  will  seek  a sex 
change  in  an  effort  to  put  an  end  to 
her  problems,  but  there  are  plenty 
of  other  problems  to  encounter,  like 
this  one.  We  laughed  about  it  after. 

In  1972  Jami  Durette  and  Loni 
Roberts  went  west  to  Vancouver, 
leaving  me  at  home  in  Toronto  with 
the  sound  equipment  and  the  truck 
from  our  drag  days  together.  Thanks 
for  the  memories! 

Loni  and  Jami  were  tied  in  with 
Miles  and  Frank  (Outrageous 
Productions).  They  helped  us  get 
organized  and  rehearsed  and  into 
our  first  booking  in  Fort  Erie. 

One  night  we  sat  in  Rusty  Ryan's 
apartment  thinking,  "What  do  we 
do  now?"  We  had  our  costumes 
and  wigs,  knew  a few  numbers, 
had  a bit  of  lighting  and  sound 
equipment,  and  the  truck.  All  that 
was  missing  was  a gig.  I picked 
up  the  phone  and  called  some  of 
the  hotels  we  had  performed  at  in 
the  past  looking  for  a booking  and 
found  us  work  in  San  It  Ste.  Marie 
and  Hamilton.  We  called  ourselves 
"The  Great  Impostors." 

But  that's  another  story... 


Photography  is 
the  aphrodisiac 
of  the 
transgender 
community. 
We  cannot 
possibly  have 
enough  pictures 
of  ou  rse  Ives, 
and  certainly 
we  cannot  resist 
showing  them  to 
anyone  who  will 
slow  down  long 
enough  to  look  at  them. 
The  Internet  has  amplified 
our  photo  frenzy.  Everyone,  or  so 
it  seems,  has  an  online  profile  or  web  site 
chock-full  of  pictures  of  themselves.  We'll  dress 
up  in  our  favorite  outfits  and  take  three  hundred 
pictures  in  different  poses — often  in  front  of  the 
same  hotel  radiator. 

There  are  a growing  number  of  establishments 
that  provide  photography  services  for  members 
of  our  community,  and  many  of  them  produce 
some  very  good  images  for  their  clients.  If  you 
go  to  a photographer  who  knows  what  they're 
doing,  they  can  make  you  look  fabulous!  Some 
have  professional  lighting  set  ups,  others  work 
with  just  their  camera  and  flash.  Both  can  give 
great  results.  The  real  difference  between  a so-so 
photo  and  a truly  outstanding  one  is  the  thought  and 
creativity  put  in  to  it. 

The  same  reasoning  applies  to  self-portraits.  Most  of  us 
can't  go  to  a professional  every  time  we  want  some  new 
pictures.  Instead  we  take  the  do  it  yourself  route.  I'll  give  you 
some  ideas  that  will  help  you  take  better  pictures  the  next 
time  you  have  the  opportunity. 

The  first  thing  you  need  is  to  have  a little  bit  of  equipment. 
Nothing  fancy,  just  the  basics.  You  will  need  a camera.  If  you 
can  afford  a digital  one,  definitely  get  it.  Digital  cameras 
allow  you  to  review  pictures  you've  taken  immediately 
without  having  to  wait  for  developing.  That  way  you  can  see 
right  away  if  you  are  getting  the  shots  you  want.  If  you  don't 
like  the  picture  you  can  simply  delete  it  and  try  again. 

Most  cameras  have  a self  timer.  You  hit  the  button  and  then 
run  like  crazy  in  your  four  inch  heels  to  get  into  your  pose 
before  the  shutter  snaps.  Not  the  most  efficient  method,  but 
workable.  If  at  all  possible  look  for  a digital  camera  with  a 
wireless  remote.  It's  a little  remote  control  just  like  the  one 
for  your  television.  Nikon,  Canon,  Fuji,  Olympus  and  others 
all  have  included,  or  available  optional,  remote  controls. 
With  the  wireless  remote  you  can  take  the  time  to  get  ready 
for  the  picture  before  actually  hitting  the  button. 

Another  very  handy  item  is  a tripod.  The  tripod  will  allow 
you  to  set  up  and  aim  your  camera  properly,  and  then  hold 
that  position  while  you  take  the  photo.  Tripods  can  be 
purchased  from  Wal-Mart  to  professional  camera  stores  for 


anywhere  from  fifteen  to  three  hundred  dollars.  For  most 
purposes  you  should  be  able  to  get  by  with  one  that  costs 
under  thirty  dollars. 

Finally,  you  might  want  to  invest  in  some  extra  lighting. 
You  can  go  to  a camera  supply  store  and  spend  hundreds  of 
dollars,  or  you  can  take  the  bargain  way  out.  Get  yourself  a 
desk  or  clamp  lamp  that  you  can  aim  in  various  directions. 
You  can  get  them  at  Target,  Fowes,  or  Home  Depot.  Nothing 
fancy,  just  something  that  will  take  a regular  household  bulb. 
The  best  bulbs  are  those  that  produce  light  in  the  natural 
spectrum.  GE  makes  a line  called  Reveal  that  work  very 
well  and  are  inexpensive.  You  will  need  to  experiment  with 
lighting  until  you  get  the  effect  you  want.  Try  bouncing  the 
light  off  of  a white  wall  or  ceiling  instead  of  shining  it  directly 
on  you. 

Before  your  next  photo  session,  practice  posing  in  a mirror. 
Knowing  what  poses  look  best,  what  facial  expressions 
most  enhance  your  look  is  something  that  requires  practice. 
Professional  models  spend  hours  practicing  in  front  of  mirrors 
before  they  try  to  go  out  and  make  a living  in  front  of  the 
camera. 

Try  to  make  your  pictures  interesting.  Bring  props  into 
the  photograph.  Acid  a plant,  a chair,  a magazine,  use  your 
imagination.  It's  important  to  think  about  what  you  are  going 
to  do  with  the  prop  though.  For  example  this  set  of  photos 
shows  the  lovely  Kalyssa  and  her  lollipop.  Both  pictures 
have  Kalyssa,  and  both  pictures  have  her  lollipop.  However, 
the  picture  on  the  right  is  much  better  because  she  is  doing 
something  with  that  lollipop.  The  picture  tells  a story,  and 
sparks  the  imagination. 

In  our  next  example  Kalyssa  is  reading  a book.  During  the 
course  of  this  photo  shoot,  she  had  that  book  in  all  sorts  of 


positions.  None  of  them  made  as  great  a picture  as  this  one. 
This  picture  tells  a story.  The  Folita  novel  she  is  reading  brings 
in  the  whole  story  of  Humbert  Humbert  and  his  lovely  Folita. 
You  the  viewer  are  Humbert,  and  Kalyssa  is  the  innocent 
Folita  looking  up  at  you  as  you  interrupt  her  reading.  In  this 
instance  it  wasn't  just  that  she  should  be  reading  Folita,  I 
spent  three  days  looking  for  just  the  right  copy  of  Folita  with 
the  proper  cover  imagery  to  add  to  the  photograph.  A plain 
bound  copy  of  the  same  novel  just  wouldn't  have  added  as 
much. 
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In  the  next  pair  of  photographs  you  can  see  the  influence 
of  lighting  on  your  photograph.  Both  pictures  were  taken  on 
a partly  cloudy  day  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  my  studio. 
The  picture  on  the  left  used  only  available  light.  The  picture 
on  the  right  had  an  additional  light  set  up  just  out  of  frame, 
shining  on  Kalyssa's  face  and  upper  body.  It  was  a regular 
sixty  watt  lamp  with  a GE  Reveal  bulb  in  it.  The  lighted  shot 
has  much  warmer  and  richer  colors  and  the  image  has  more 
depth.  Even  out  in  the  sunshine  extra  lighting  can  make  a big 


difference.  Whether  it's  from  your  camera's  flash,  or  an  extra 
light,  the  results  can  be  quite  rewarding. 

The  final  example  I have  for  you  is  a very  simple  one.  So 
many  of  us  have  such  a serious,  and  what  we  believe  is  a 
sexy  look  on  our  faces  in  most  of  the  pictures  we  take.  A very 
simple  truth  is  that  smiling  is  the  single  best  thing  you  can  do 
to  improve  the  content  of  your  pictures.  A smile  welcomes 
the  viewer  into  the  photograph.  It  conveys  a positive  image, 
and  is  just  plain  pretty.  The  two  pictures  of  Kalyssa  shown 
here  are  identical  with  the  exception  of  her  facial  expression. 
She's  a pretty  girl  regardless,  but  I think  you  would  have  to 
agree  that  she  is  even  prettier  and  sexier  in  the  photograph 


with  her  beautiful  smile  showing  for  the  entire  world  to  see. 


Take  the  time  to  think  about  your  photographs.  For  many 
of  us  they  are  the  most  important  way  in  which  we  document 
our  female  selves.  It's  worth  the  effort  to  make  them  as 
beautiful  as  possible. 

Have  fun  and  stay  beautiful  until  next  time! 


IAug  OoloAi  ITlokeup 

by  i^nvand^^ichai.di>  ' 

Become  the  woman  of  your  dreams ! 
Makeup  Application 
Glamour  Photo  Shoots 
Henry  Margu  Wigs 

2523  Willow  Park  Rd 
Bethlehem  Township  PA 
610-867-8059 

Call  or  email  for  your  appointment  • Visit  us  on  the  web  @ www.truecolorsmakeup.com 
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I received  an  email  from  my  good  friend  Dallas  Denny 
a few  days  ago.  Dallas  and  I go  way  back  to  the  days  when 
Dallas  founded  AEGIS  (the  American  Educational  Gender 
Information  Service).  She  asked  for  my  help  in  formalizing 
AEGIS  and  I became  Chair  of  its  board  for  a while.  Dallas 
put  out  Chrysalis  as  AEGIS's  house  publication.  At  the  time, 
Chrysalis  was  at  the  cutting-edge  of  transgender  dialogue. 
Dallas  published  many  new  and  "subversive"  ideas  in 
Chrysalis. 

As  with  many  other  tg-publications,  Chrysalis  could  not 
find  a large  audience  and  AEGIS  had  to  stop  bleeding  money 
to  print  it.  Eventually  AEGIS  and  Chrysalis  moved  online, 
but  Dallas  had  squarely  established  herself  as  one  of  the  tg 
community's  critical  thinkers. 

So,  it  was  not  a big  surprise  (at  least  to  me)  when  the 
International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education  (IFGE)  asked 
several  years  ago  if  Dallas  would  take  over  the  reigns  as 
Editor  of  Transgender  Tapestry,  IFGE's  house  publication. 
She  said  "Yes".  This  was  great  for  both  IFGE  and  Dallas.  She 
would  have  a public  voice  again  and  IFGE  strongly  needed  a 
new  editorial  direction  for  Tapestry.  Under  several  previous 
editors,  the  IFGE  mag  has  lost  most  of  its  cache  with  the 
community. 

I was  pleased  because  now  the  tg  community  had  two 
solid  magazines  for  itself,  Transgender  Tapestry  for  the  really 
serious  stuff,  and  LadyLike  for  the  not-so-serious  stuff. 

Alas,  all  was  not  well  for  long  in  transgender-magazine 
land.  The  email  I received  from  Dallas  was  to  inform  me  that 
she  had  resigned  as  Editor  of  Tapestry.  She  cited  the  age- 
old  money  problems  (IFGE  only  put  out  two  issues  in  the 
last  two  years),  talk  about  a move  to,  or  satellite  office  in, 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  editorial  interference  from  the  board. 
She'd  had  enough  and  resigned.  She  is  looking  into  starting 
a new  magazine,  maybe  hard  print,  maybe  online,  maybe  a 
bit  of  both. 

Dallas  was  always  her  own  woman  and  I'm  not  surprised 
she  resigned,  just  a bit  sad. 

It's  harder  now  then  ever  to  start  up  a magazine,  especially 
in  this  community.  When  I first  started  putting  out  LadyLike , 
the  only  other  non-sexual  magazine  on  the  market  was 
the  TV-TS  Tapestry  from  IFGE.  Soon  after  I started  LadyLike, 
Kymberleigh  Richards  in  California  started  Cross-Talk.  What 
made  Cross-Talk  different  was  that  it  was  published  monthly. 
Also  coming  out  of  California  was  Crossdresser's  Quarterly 
published  by  Danielle  Moran,  a well-known  crossdresser  in 


southern  California.  Neither  survived  the  late  1990s. 

In  the  late  1980s,  a social  friend,  Robyn  Dormer,  started 
publishing  another  magazine  called  En  Femme.  Robyn  called 
on  her  contacts  and  friends  in  the  New  Hope,  Pa.,  area  for 
content.  En  Femme  was  published  bi-monthly. 

About  two  years  into  the  run,  Robyn  had  some 
serious  financial  difficulties  and  offered  to  sell 
En  Femme  to  me,  which  I bought.  Eventually  I changed  the 
name  and  format  to  International  TranScript.  I managed  to 
put  out  five  issues  before  I had  to  kill  it  and  stop  bleeding 
money  from  LadyLike  to  publish  it. 

Also  around  at  that  time  was  a magazine  called  Dragazine 
which  was  fabulous.  But  it,  too,  folded  in  the  90s. 

In  the  very  late  90s,  Gina  Lance,  another  southern  Cal-gal 
(what  is  it  about  the  LA  area?)  started  Girl  Talk.  Now,  Cirl  Talk 
had  all  the  "right-stuff",  great  design,  all  color,  great-looking 
t-girls  and  great  production  values.  But,  they  eventually 
failed  too  and  CT  is  now  gone. 

There  have  been  a few  other  tg-related  magazines  that 
were  too  transient  to  even  mention  here. 

What  finally  killed  all  of  these  magazines  (except  Tapestry 
which  has  always  had  money  problems)  was  a combination 
of  a lack  of  sufficient  distribution,  lack  of  response  from  the 
tg  community,  and  the  Internet. 

So,  here  we  are  in  2006.  LadyLike  is  the  last  woman 
standing,  so  to  speak.  There  is  no  other  non-prurient,  sexy- 
but-fun  tg  magazine  out  there.  Why  we've  survived  is  a topic 
for  another  discussion  but  I can  tell  you  that  LL  has  seen  a 
decline,  too,  due  to  the  Internet. 

We'll  keep  putting  LL  out  as  long  as  it  makes  economic 
sense  for  us  to  do  so.  Hell,  we're  going  to  celebrate  our 
Twentieth  Anniversary  next  year! 

What  I need  from  you,  our  readers,  is  photos!  We  are 
dangerously  low  on  photos.  So,  even  if  you  have  a photo 
album  posted  online,  consider  sending  us  some  photos  for 
the  magazine.  There  are  a lot  of  people  who  can't  access 
your  photos  online  but  they  will  see  them  in  LadyLike. 
Contact  me  at  <jo_ann@cdspub.com>  and  I will  give  you 
the  low-down  on  what  we  need  in  digital  photos  for  the 
magazine.  It's  different  than  posting  online.  We  also  still  can 
use  glossy  wet-film  photos,  too.  Send  them  to  our  post  box. 

We  usually  choose  our  profile  girl  from  the  photos 
we  receive.  Who  knows!  You  could  be  on  the  Twentieth 
Anniversary  cover  of  LadyLike. 

Stay  frosty 
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Welcome  To  The  All  New  TGForum! 


Come  visit  the  all  new  Transgender  Forum,  the  oldest  transgender 
resource  on  the  Net.  We've  completely  redesigned  the  User 
Interface  to  make  TGForum  more  friendly  and  easier  to  navigate. 

New  Content ! 

In  addition  to  our  regular  features  at  TGForum,  we've  added  new  blog-based  content  at  TGForum 
Today.  Now  you  can  interact  with  TGForum's  writers  directly!  No  other  site  offers  you  this  feature. 

Features ! 

We've  made  it  easier  to  access  the  over  seven  thousand  articles  in  TGForum's  Library.  We  have 
Personal  Profiles,  News  items  of  timely  interest,  Pictorials,  an  Art  Gallery,  and  much  more.  No  one 
else  offers  you  the  depth  of  features  than  TGForum. 

Services ! 

TGForum  offers  a variety  of  services  that 
allow  you  to  connect  with  the  rest  of  the 
transgender  world  on  the  Net.  You  can  have 
a personal  email  account,  as  well  as  a web 
site  at  no  extra  cost.  Like  to  Chat?  Chat  to 
your  heart's  content  on  our  safe  members-only 
Chat  room.  We  also  have  an  open  BBS  where 
you  can  post  questions  and  reply  to  topics  of 
interest.  Want  more?  How  about  a Shopping 
Mall  of  vendors  specifically  chosen  because 
they  want  your  business. 


Community! 

TGForum  hosts  the  TGF  Community  Center 
where  any  legitimate  TG  support  group 
may  post  a website  for  free.  For  the  specific 
details  visit  the  Community  Center  at  www. 
transgender.org 


What  Does  It  Cost? 

Visit  us  at  www.tgforum.com  and  check  out  the 
site  for  yourself.  Try  out  the  many  free  options. 
But  full  access  to  the  best  parts  of  TGForum 
costs  only  $35  a year.  That  amounts  to  about 
$0.75  per  week.  Where  else  will  you  get  all  this 
for  that  kind  of  money?  Even  a newspaper  costs 
more  these  days! 

Remember:  TGForum  gives  you  all  the  news 
you  want...  all  the  information  you  need...  and  a 
place  to  call  home. 


WWW.TGFORUM.COM 

TGForum  is  brought  to  you  by  3-D  Communications  Inc., 
a transgender  owned  and  operated  web  presence. 


